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AREIAC NEWSLETTER 
From the Chair...  
Jane Brooke 
Welcome from the new chair 

What does a SACRE do and who is on 
it? 

‘What does a SACRE do and who is on it?’ 
I was asked by a teacher who was about to 
start some consultancy work to support 
SACRE. I realised that there was a large 
g a p b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s r o o m a n d 
consultancy in RE. Not surprisingly, he had 
little understanding of the role of SACRE or 
the legal requirements of RE.  When a 

teacher becomes a consultant, suddenly there is much more to 
learn about RE. In the last newsletter I commented upon the 
specific and unique role of RE Advisers. One role is to support 
teachers through CPD and to encourage leadership to grow new 
generations of RE professional leaders. 

With the decline of many Local Authorities the post of RE 
advisers, has declined too and often, high quality classroom 
practitioners are appointed as consultants to SACREs for a number of days during the year. 

When I was first appointed as an adviser in a local authority, I had an induction process 
which included visiting a few Primary Schools, completing a personal  skills audit to 
understand how I should develop professionally and  observing  colleagues delivering CPD 
to teachers. I then analysed and evaluated my experiences to consider the optimum way 
that I could best use my skills to fulfil the role.  I also spent time understanding the role of 
SACRE and the law on RE so that I could support RE in voluntary aided, voluntary 
controlled and community schools. I listened to colleagues who advised in other areas of the 
curriculum to understand how literacy and numeracy impacted upon their subject and 
worked collaboratively to deliver courses.  I attended CPD courses to enhance my 

understanding of RE across all phases. I suspect my experience 
then was not unusual. 

There is no such support for classroom teachers who undertake 
consultancy work to support a SACRE. Members of AREIAC 
executive from London, Hampshire, Cheshire and Suffolk are 
gathering a pack to resource newly appointed consultants and will 
pilot the material over the coming year. Please let me know if you 
are interested in contributing in any way.  It is hoped that the 
material will be used with any RE  teacher who is  beginning to 
take on a wider role in the profession. AREIAC members are well 
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placed to create such a pack because of considerable experience with RE leaders, 
headteachers and leading CPD. The material will be disseminated and  shared at the 2018 
conference. 

AREIAC conference in York 2017 

Remember to book in to the conference this year on July 3rd and 4th in York. The first day of 
the conference will focus upon the familiar issue around assessment in RE beyond levels 
and explore  the current major assessment models. On the second day David Leat, the 
keynote speaker will consider the curriculum. 

REC Commission 

Hopefully you have completed the REC commission survey 
and we now await the outcomes 

Is the system of agreed syllabuses collapsing?  

A survey of Agreed Syllabi was undertaken by members of the AREIAC executive. The 
report is on the AREIAC website. In England, there are 152 local authorities 
who have a responsibility to provide an agreed syllabus. Between 2011 
and 2016 one hundred and fifty one agreed syllabuses were formally 
reviewed. In that same period of time 138 reviews have been completed 
resulting in 138 new agreed syllabuses. Twenty-one reviews are still 
ongoing. 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Commission on RE - possible points to consider for RE 
advisors and consultants 

I am sure most of us will have responded individually to the 
recent survey from the Commission on RE, and we in the 
Exec have responded as individuals identified as 
AREIAC Exec members. Clearly there is little likelihood 
of agreement across all members (hence the decision not to give an 
‘AREIAC response’) and I am sure we would have some heated, good natured 
discussions at the bar at conference if any of these issues were to be raised. Nonetheless, 
these are important issues to be aired and we need to consider how we position AREIAC 
and the role of advisers and consultants in the rapidly changing landscape of education in 
general and RE in particular.  

In its press release July 2016, the rationale for the review was set out very clearly: 

In August 2016, in its first newsletter, the stated aim of the commission was published: 

As advisers and consultants, we often have the privilege of going in to different schools and 
being able to identify both strengths and weaknesses of RE provision, and identifying key 
factors that contribute to success and critical barriers that prevent effective practice. Many of 
us work with and for SACREs supporting the local determination of the subject. We can 
provide insights into and evidence for the commission’s research into the state of RE. The 
commission’s scope, as laid out in the press release, is to look into: 

• The quality of teaching and learning in RE 

• The legal and structural arrangements 

• The public and professional profile of the subject 

• Teacher recruitment, Initial Teacher Education and Continuous Professional Development 

• The range of school settings in which RE should be required 

• The age range for which RE should be required 

• The right to withdraw (parents or carers, pupils and teachers) 

• Whether or not there should be a common entitlement in RE, and if so what the entitlement 
should be 
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‘A series of recent reports have noted the state of religious education with 
increasing concern, making a thorough review of the subject essential.’

‘to improve the quality  and rigour of religious education and its capacity to 
prepare pupils  for  life  in  modern Britain.’
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More recently, in February 2017, the questionnaire for gathering evidence asked for 
responses to the following questions.  

6.  What do you consider to be the main aims and purposes of RE?  

7.  What should be included in the scope and content of RE? 

8.  What changes (if any) should there be to the current legal framework for RE? 

9.  Should there be a common baseline entitlement for RE which applies to all types of 
school? 

10.  How should the development of RE standards, curricula, or syllabuses be best 
organised? 

11. Are there changes to primary and secondary teacher education that could improve the 
delivery of high quality RE? 

12. What factors lead to high quality learning and teaching in RE, and what are the main 
obstacles to this? 

13. Which books, reports, research, or resources (if any) would you particularly like to draw 
to the attention of the Commission? Please give full references/weblinks 

14. Please use this box for any further comments you wish to make. 

The exec has added some thoughts for members to consider as they pursue their work over 
the next months. These are not about AREIAC policy or positioning, nor are they definitive or 
exclusive. Rather they are points for reflection designed to stimulate thinking and action in 
your specific contexts and from your individual perspectives. Who knows, they may stimulate 
friendly debate at the conference bar! 

To what extent do the various reports referred to reflect your experience of RE in schools and 
your understanding of the role of RE in the curriculum? 

What further evidence can you bring to the attention of the commission? 

To what extent does RE have a specific role ‘to prepare pupils   for life in modern Britain’? How 
does this compare with its other roles and also with the contributions of other areas of the 
curriculum to preparing pupils for life in modern Britain? 

What makes for quality RE? Is there one model? How do we promote quality RE? Who is involved 
in the process? Who has overall responsibility for this? 

What gets in the way of quality RE? What can we do to redress this? Who is involved in the 
process and who has overall responsibility? 

Why do we teach RE (or maybe, what do we want pupils to gain from RE)?  
How is this made most effective? What works and what gets in the way of such RE? 

Where you have observed RE, what factors have made the difference between  
good quality and poor RE provision? 

What will most likely improve RE? How do we know? Who needs to be involved?  
Who has overall responsibility? 

Bill MOORE  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The Manchester Passion 2017: Personal Reflection 
Eleven years ago I wrote an article for the 
summer 2006 AREIAC newsletter on the 
Manchester Passion. Then it was sponsored 
and paid for by the BBC and featured cover 
versions of music from the Manchester ‘scene’. 

April 8th 2017 saw a return to Manchester of 
the Passion play in a somewhat different 
format. Again the BBC were there, this time 
filming for part of the Easter Songs of Praise 
broadcast. (You might be able to see it on BBC 
iplayer for a while). The music featured the 
amazing Manchester Inspirational Voices choir, 
winner of the BBC Gospel Choir of the Year Award 2016. Under the direction of Wayne Ellington 
they sang his specially composed music alongside a favourite passiontide hymn: ‘When I survey 
the wondrous cross’. 

The actors were mainly amateurs with a sprinkling of unknown professionals and were drawn 
from across the North west. Not only were we expected to act but some of us also had to sing as 
well. I say ‘we’ because I signed up to be part of this in mid January. Having time on my hands I 
had gone along to see what it was all about. Rehearsals were in a local church and there were 
not many people there. Some parts (Jesus and his mother Mary) had already been allocated but 
others were still to be decided. We read through some scenes and I was given the part of the left 
thief’s mother on the basis that I ‘could hold a tune’! A couple of weeks later I was taken on one 
side by the director and told that the actor (she was a professional) playing Jesus’ mother had 
had to withdraw because she was needed to look after her own mother who had had a fall and 
broken her leg. Would I take on the part? 

So it was that from Tuesdays and Thursdays for the next two and a half months I turned up for 
rehearsals. In truth, I only spoke in two scenes so there was a lot of hanging around, but we 
filled our time by standing in for actors who were absent or still to be appointed. 

Looking back on the whole experience I find it difficult to summarise my feelings. There were the 
high spots: singing with the fantastic choir as a backing (if only briefly) getting to know new 
people and sharing in the experience with them; meeting an old work colleague from the 80s 
who was in the choir; actually being on stage in front of an audience of maybe 1,000 people. The 
low points included a chaotic dress rehearsal which started late and chilled us to the bone as we 
hung around outside late at night and the fact that even the day before the performance we were 
not sure of all the actors. One man that I knew withdrew for ‘personal reasons’. It turned out he 
was afraid that the occasion might prompt some sort of terrorist act – a thought that had never 
entered my mind until then. 

Then there were the funny bits. The right thief’s mother, Steff, gave us the wonderful phrase the 
Vegan Mary (courtesy of her young daughter). My not yet three year old granddaughter Alyssa 
looked in horror at the three crosses and exclaimed “There are three Jesuses! A reminder of why 
active learning tells us that we should revisit information and check out how it has been 
understood so we can correct or clarify any misunderstandings. Alyssa is now an expert on good 
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and bad robbers on the cross and was overheard on Easter Sunday explaining to her father 
which one was which! Then there was Emilia, another granddaughter, who wanted to know how 
I managed to cry. My lines were written emotively, a mother struggling to come to terms with the 
death of her son. “I just thought of sad things,” I said. “You mean like Grandad dying?” she 
responded. Yes, exactly like that and many adults might have thought the same as her but it took 
the honesty of a five year old to say it aloud. 

The Passion Play is a great tradition. Oberammagau sets the gold standard with its ten year 
performance, next to be seen in 2020. Our play was a recycling of a Bolton Passion play. I hear 
there was another performed in Preston this year and there is in fact a Passion Play Trust that 
operates nationally which was news to me. 

So, I didn’t get to be on national television. The interview with the three mothers was not shown 
and they finished the edit just at the point when I was about to launch into my impassioned 
speech: “My son’ my son…” The anticipated crowd of 5-6,000 didn’t turn up though there were a 
fair few enjoying the wonderful Manchester sunshine. Would I do it again? Probably, In 2006 
while pondering whether to go to that Manchester Passion as it might not be ‘my 
thing’ my daughter said, “Mum, you are never too old to experience new things.” 
She was right and I have discovered a real extrovert aspect to my personality. One 
of the BBC staff actually asked if I were a professional actor – maybe all those 
years of training teachers has had an effect – but I am not sitting by the phone 
expecting it to ring… 

Christine Howard 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Religions are not Monoliths 
At the joint NASACRE / AEREIAC Conference on Mon 6 Mar 2017 ‘Religions are not Monoliths’ 
we were treated to two valuably informative keynote presentations provided by Dr Abdullah 
Trevathan talking about ‘classical’ Islam in contrast to ‘modernist’ Islam and the Revd Robert 
Reiss talking about ‘liberal’ Christianity. As a taster of what was said extracts from both 
presentations are provided below. 

Dr Abdullah Trevathan on ‘classical’ Islam 

“What is suggested in the conference title sub-heading is based on a 
dichotomy between ‘liberal’ and ‘conservative’ wings of different religions. 
That is perfectly understandable. I’m not sure that works when it applies to 
the Muslim case. 
It is very confusing I think for outsiders so I’ll try and shed a little bit of light 
on that. What we have here is the ‘classical’ vs. the ‘modernist’ position.” 

“I’ve mentioned ‘classical’ several times already. I need to specify what I 
mean. The ‘classical’ position is the position of accumulated wisdom of 
over fourteen hundred years by various schools of thought, which I’m sure 
you’ve heard of. There is the ‘Madhab’ which is the accumulated thought 

and interpretation of both the Qur’an and also the Hadith. It is the ‘classical’ 
position which has the flexibility, the intelligence, and the adaptability to be functional in the 
Muslim world and it is this aspect of Islam where it is possible to have dialogue with other people 
of faith or not.” 

“The ‘modernist’ position, I’m talking here in 
the historical sense, is something that 
developed something like 250 years ago in 
different movements that developed in Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and India which were reformist 
movements.  Reform within Islam is actually 
not a concept because we will see that the 
application of principles are constantly 
updating the situation. So the idea that Islam 
has deviated and that stricter interpretation of 
Muslim laws, not Muslim belief or mysticism 
but strict adherence to Muslim laws was 

accentuated. We will go a little more into that later. It is the ’modernist’ tendency that you are 
finding all over the world.” 

“The confusing thing is that we tend to think, or the outside tends to think of the ‘classic’ position 
as being traditionalist. They are the people who are situated in out dated modes of thought, etc, 
etc., those who declare those who leave Islam as apostates, you know, Isis in the minds of many 
are people who are implementing a medieval perception of Islam. Whereas in fact it is the other 
way round.  It is actually the ‘modernists’ who are taking on very inappropriate perspectives. The 
‘classical’ has been able to, because it is classic, it has been able to adapt to the situation and 
where it hasn’t it has failed and is replaced by something else but not in terms of reform 
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movements. My own particular position so you know, the Sunni ‘classical’ orthodoxy but also the 
Shia ‘classical’ orthodoxy. I don’t think I have the wherewithal to put forward facts and ideas from 
within that tradition but much of what I say here will be applicable in general terms also to the 
Shia ‘classical’ orthodoxy. Also Shi’ism has not had the same ‘modernist’ tendencies within their 
ranks so it is not quite the same.” 

“Within the Muslim world the three main 
areas of contention where all the problems 
came from - we can actually link it to a 
particular battle, the Battle of Siffin in 657CE 
twenty-five years after the death of the 
Prophet when a group of people departed 
from the ranks of Ali. Ali was the cousin of the 
Prophet. From this came an interpretation of 
Islam which was anyone who sinned once 
was out of Islam forever and their ‘blood was 
halal’ was the chilling phrase they used. 
They are called the ‘Khawarij’  meaning  the 
‘people who left’. 

The Khawarij tendencies are still alive today and they tend to hold a literal interpretation of the 
Qur’an.” “From the Khawarij emerged the main areas of contention, the first of which arose 
within what is called is called ‘aqidah’ which means or doctrine. A good example of this is an 
argument which has continued throughout the ages, ‘Does God have a face or a hand?’ as 
various verses in the Qur’an refer to this, for example, ‘Wherever you turn there is the face of 
God’ (Qur’an 2:115) and ‘The Hand of Allah is above their hands’ (Qur’an 48:10). So the question 
is ‘Does God have a face?’ The Khawarij’s literal interpretation of this is that if the Qur’an says he 
has a hand – he literally has a hand. The ‘classical’ interpretation of this is, God meant whatever 
he meant and it is not for us to question.  It is an imponderable fact – let’s leave it alone.  This 
has caused intense ramifications which reverberate around lots of areas of theology. 
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A second one is ‘madhab’ which are the schools of thought. There are four schools of thought in 
the Sunni world we have Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i and Hanbali.  The Khawarij’s tendency or the 
‘modernist’ tendency is that there should be no intermediary between the Qur’an, or the 
message of God. It is up to the individual to interpret it as they interpret it. Whereas, the ‘classic’ 
schools of thought apply a different methodology. This sometimes requires people with large 
amounts of information and the ‘X’ factor as they say, a great deal of wisdom. I will explain why 
later.  There is also the madhab of no madhab, the school of no school. 

The last but not the least is the nature of the Prophet. The ‘modernists’ insist upon the complete 
humanity of the Prophet. That he was only special by dint of having been chosen by God. 
Whereas the ‘classical’ position was that his nature was majestic and that he was ‘insan al-
Kamil’, the perfect, balanced human being. Whether that was a result of having been chosen by 
Allah or whether that was a result of nurture or nature is another thing altogether. This again has 
major ramifications, for instance, the ‘modernists’ tendency would be to say ‘No’ everybody is the 
same, everybody is sinful or not. Some people may be better than others but that is no reason to 
go and visit the tombs or graves of saints.  So each one of three areas have reverberations in 
other areas.” 

“So one of the methodologies of the ‘classical’ position is 
that it requires the application of principles to different 
situations. There is the concept of ‘maslaha’ in traditional 
jurisprudence. Maslaha refers to situations wherein 
something can be silly, or ridiculous, or absurd to apply a 
ruling or a principle in a particular context. 

Maslaha is used a lot within traditional ‘classical’ 
jurisprudence. The object of the matter is to orientate 
people towards divine consciousness. It is not to follow 
rules or regulations all the time. The ‘modernist’ position is 
the uniform application of rules to all situations. Sometimes 
these rules are placed out of historical contexts, say 
Bagdad four hundred years ago and applied to every single 
situation that is encountered, which causes enormous 
problems.  There is no maslaha there, only the application of 
the rule. Whereas the ‘classical’ position is the application of 
principles which sometimes has different outcomes.  For 
instance the ruling of apostasy out of Bagdad four hundred 
years ago was that if someone went out and claimed to have 
left Islam it was incumbent on the governor to execute. But 
that just makes no sense whatsoever so in the modern 
British context, or even in modern Iraq, or anywhere in the 
world I can think of at the moment. So if you are insisting on 
a law which brings Islam into disrepute, if the rule is applied and it brings Islam into disrepute it 
can be laid aside, this is maslaha.”  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Reverend Bob Reiss on Liberal Christianity 

“At its best I think the Church of England has always wanted to be in serious 
conversation with the intellectual life of the country. And that was certainly 
manifest in the Cambridge theology faculty when I studied there. So I mean 
by liberal Christianity an understanding Christianity that takes full account of 
other areas of knowledge and which tries to develop an understanding of the 
Christian faith that can engage seriously and thoughtfully with other 
intellectual disciplines and which doesn’t merely retreat into its own 
intellectual comfort zone. I have to say I think liberal Christianity is not 
especially popular within the Church of England at the moment.  But 
none-the-less that is what I feel committed to.” 

“So my professional experience of nearly fifty years has been within the 
Church of England where certainly there was much thought and public debate about what 
constitutes credible belief, although some moves towards that can certainly be found in the later 
parts of the 19th century as well. Some notable examples from the 20th century would include 
the following: there is the work of a body known as ‘The Churchmen’s Union for the 
Advancement of Liberal Religious Thought’ which was founded originally at the end of the 19th 
century but then renamed as ‘The Modern Churchmen’s Union’ in 1928 and in 2010 it is now 
called ‘Modern Church’ no doubt because its chair is a woman. It is a good and interesting body 
and it still thrives. 

Then there was a thing called ‘The Commission on 
Christian Doctrine’ which was established in 1922 but 
finally reported in 1938 under the chairmanship of 
William Temple who for much of that time of his 
chairmanship was the Archbishop of York but who then 
moved to be the Archbishop of Canterbury. That 
commission was certainly not a narrow liberal exercise 
as there were a very wide range of views within its 
membership. But it did recognise and acknowledge as 
being legitimate and permissible within the Church of 
England theological views a number of which could 
certainly be described as liberal at the time. And I shall 
give some examples of that later on. Then in the later 
part of the 20th century there were a number of reports 
from what was essentially its successor a body known 
as ‘The Doctrine Commission’ and some of those 
reports were even on such fundamental questions as 
‘What does it mean to believe in God?’ And certainly 
there were a number of points of views in many of 
those reports which again could have been described 
and were described as being liberal. 
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And then of course there were various books written by 
individual clergy which caused widespread discussion when 
they were published. They were of course a lot of them but 
amongst those published in the latter half of the 20th century I 
would include the following; ‘Honest to God’ published in 1963 
written by the then Bishop of Woolwich John Robinson was 
one of the best-selling theological books of all time. Much of 
the interest in that stemmed from an article written by the 
Bishop in the Observer the week before publication where a 
sub editor had given it the headline, ‘Our image of God must 
go’. It and the book caused a furore. I read the book in one 
evening and late into the night at the age of twenty fairly 
shortly after it was published and I found it utterly liberating. 
Here was someone, and a bishop to boot, who was raising all 
the questions and more that I was wondering about at the 
time. Of course, I had no idea then that ten years later I 

would be appointed a chaplain at my old Cambridge college Trinity by 
which time John Robinson had moved there to become Dean of Chapel. So I got to know him 
very well over the next five years.  He incidentally preferred the word ‘radical’ to ‘liberal’ in the 
sense that he wanted to examine the roots of theology but the results of what he said would 
again certainly be described by many at the time as ‘liberal’. 

Then in 1974 Maurice Wiles who was Regius Professor of Divinity at 
Oxford had published a book called ‘The remaking of Christian 
Doctrine’, among other things suggested that the description of the 
Incarnation was not the only way of looking at the significance of Jesus.  
It too caused quite a stir.  And then three years later Geoffrey Lampe 
who was the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge also published 
a book called ‘God As Spirit’ which covered a related theme to Wiles’ 
book and also occasioned much discussion although more in academic 
circles than Wiles’ book which went to a wider audience than that. 

Then in that same year 1977 ‘The myth of God 
I n c a r n a t e ’ w r i t t e n b y a n u m b e r o f 
distinguished theologians and edited by John Hick who was 
Professor of Theology here in Birmingham was published. It too 
caused a stir. And then of course later in the century there were the 
public statements and writings of Bishop David Jenkins the Bishop of 
Durham for ten years until 1994 and who actually died only last year. 
So a liberal interpretation of Christianity has certainly been a major 
part of the life of the Church for a good deal longer than I have been 
ordained.” 
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“A second ground for scepticism arose out of what was called 
biblical criticism which started even as early as the 18th century and 
which has developed strongly over the years since then. That 
process simply believed that we should apply to the biblical text the 
same sort of critical processes that we would apply to any other 
historical document which was really about trying  to set the 
various biblical writings in their context – where, when, by whom 
and why were they written. But they obviously raised questions 
about how they were then to be interpreted particularly in the very 
difficult cultural circumstances of later centuries.  One mistake 

which is still too often made in my judgement is to assume the 
gospel writers were in some way like 21st century historians that 
were trying to give an accurate account of what actually 
happened. But a careful examination of the gospels shows that 
actually they were not necessarily accurate history but four very 
different reactions to the life of Jesus each made with a particular 

theological purpose of the different gospel writers. Take for example one of the things mentioned 
in the beatitudes. A classic example of what I’m talking about would be the statement of Jesus in 
Luke’s Gospel, ‘Blessed are you poor for yours is the Kingdom of God’. In St Mathews’ Gospel it 
says, ‘Blessed are the poor inspirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven’. 

Did Matthew add ‘in spirit’ because the Church he knew were 
wondering about its wealthy members and they wanted to make 
the words of Jesus even applicable to the wealthy or did Luke 
remove the words because he wanted to emphasize Jesus’ 
commitment to the financially poor?  We simply don’t know.  Such 
uncertainty about the original meaning is actually present in many 
of the gospels and in the sayings and actions of Jesus of course 
makes searching for the meaning fascinating. But it also raises 
very big questions about interpreting the New Testament. 

Transcription by Dilwyn Hunt  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New First Accredited Resources for Understanding 
Christianity Project 
The 'Puddles and Freddie' series of resources aimed at supporting 
Early Years RE is the first to receive the Understanding Christianity 
Accreditation award.  

Books at Press is delighted to be able to support schools as they 
adopt the Understanding Christianity project to raise standards in 
teaching and learning about Christianity. 

The set of resources has been fully verified as effectively 
supporting the teaching and learning approach promoted by 
Understanding Christianity.  Themes covered within the Puddles 
series of books also fully match the core theological concepts 
identified by the project and with which children will engage.  

A guide on how each of the Books at Press resources support 
the specific concepts identified for exploration within the project 
is also available by request. http://www.booksatpress.co.uk/
contact.html 

For further support and training on using the Books at Press 
resources with the project, Gill Vaisey, RE Consultant, is 
available to work with Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Foundation 
Phase practitioners.   Simply contact Gill to discuss your training 
requirements on 01594 516490 or gill@booksatpress.co.uk 

We are also delighted to announce that a new title in the Puddles series Puddles and the St. 
Francis Service is due for publication in Summer 2017 and will be submitted for accreditation. 

What Is The Understanding Christianity Project? 

“The key purpose of this project is to help all teachers support pupils in developing their own 
thinking and their understanding of Christianity, as a contribution to their understanding of the world 
and their own experience within it. We aim to see pupils leave school with a coherent understanding 
of Christian belief and practice. Pupils from 4-14 explore the significant theological concepts within 
Christianity as part of developing their wider religious, theological and cultural literacy. 
We seek to support teachers in developing their own knowledge and understanding of Christianity 
theology to be able to teach with confidence. 

Who is Understanding Christianity for? 

For every teacher in Primary and Secondary classes, teaching RE from EYFS right through to KS3, 
laying down excellent foundations for further study at GCSE and beyond. It is relevant to RE in 
every classroom in every school, in Church of England and in Community, Academy and Free 
schools. These resources explore Christianity widely, including (but not limited to) Anglican 
Christianity.” 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High	Challenge,	Low	Threat:	Finding	the	Balance	

by Mary Myatt 
Bravo Limited - £various 
ISBN 978-1-909717-86-2 

This is a great book that picks up and explores all those things top 
leaders do to make a success of their business. Though mainly 
school based, the ideas and concepts are also applicable to other 
work situations and indeed Mary draws on examples from the 
world of work as well as education. 

Most of what is written is obvious – when it is pointed out! Yet it is 
really inspiring to read it. Often it caused me to stop and say “of 
course” but also “if only…” 

If I were to sum up the core of the book I would say that all that 
she has written is based on one simple (?) concept: treat people as human beings, value them for 
who they are and the rest will follow. If people feel trusted and valued, then any criticism of their 
work will be in just that context. “I value you and your contribution, now how can we make your 
work better?”  Feedback is 360 degrees and good leaders accept they make mistakes and listen to 
what others have to say to improve their own work.  

In Chapter 4 Mary explores the idea of ‘Management by walking around’. A good leader is not stuck 
behind closed doors but knows what is going on in the school or office. This puts him or her in an 
ideal position to give constructive advice and discussion and also to offer targeted praise. This does 
not mean rolling out platitudes but offering praise and thanks for specific things well done. It is all 
part of valuing the person. 

There are timely reminders too, such as focusing on the core business and not getting distracted by 
minor admin tasks for example. Having a clear mission statement helps this focus. It may be 
important to do less but to do what we do well. Avoid micromanagement and the temptation ‘to do it 
yourself’. Giving others, including the students themselves, opportunities and challenges allows for 
development, particularly when it happens in an atmosphere of trust where mistakes are seen as a 
pathway to growth.  

In her penultimate chapter, Mary quotes a young school leader who urged his staff, and himself, “to 
ask themselves continually what they were doing for their students and why. Above all to remember 
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they were doing it for them not to them.” In the hustle and bustle and demands of school life we 
should remember that our schools exist for the students. 

If there were one thing that would make this book even better I would say that a closer attention to 
the detail of the text would have avoided some of the typos that I found distracting. 

I would recommend this book to everyone who is in any sort of leadership role. I wish it had been 
around earlier in my career! 

Christine Howard 
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The 2017 / 18 Shap Calendar of Religious Festivals 

The Wallchart and the eCalendar 
are now available via the Shap 
website at: 

www.shapworkingparty.org.uk 

The best and most reliable calen-
dar and essential addition to any 
RE department, staffroom or advi-
sors or consultants office.  

Sample copies available for 
AREIAC members contact:  

admin@shapworkingpar-
ty.org.uk   

quoting  

AREIAC SAMPLE

http://www.shapworkingparty.org.uk
mailto:admin@shapworkingparty.org.uk
http://www.shapworkingparty.org.uk
mailto:admin@shapworkingparty.org.uk
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Dates for your diary 

JUNE   

23rd Iftar experience - open invitation for teachers of 
religious education, London (https://www.islamic-
college.ac.uk/2017/06/iftar-experience/) 

JULY   

3rd-4th AREIAC summer conference, 2017 in York 

4th REC commission evidence gathering, York 

SEPTEMBER 

4th-6th BASR (British Association for the Study of Religions ) conference, 2017  

NOVEMBER 

22nd-24th AULRE (Association of University Lecturers in RE) conference, 2017

Contributors

PRODUCTION
Copies of articles in this newsletter may be made for personal use by members of  AREIAC.  If you would like 
to submit an article for the next edition of the newsletter please contact Bill Moore (bjvmoore@aol.com )

Typesetting and newsletter design by Paul Hopkins <www.mmiweb.org.uk>

CAN YOU HELP?

A new section on the website showcases exceptional children’s work 
in RE. If you know of some please send it to web@areiac.org.uk for 
consideration for inclusion.

JANE Brooke


Bill MOORE

GILL VAISEY


DILWYN HUNT

christine howard

https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/2017/06/iftar-experience/
mailto:web@areiac.org.uk
https://www.islamic-college.ac.uk/2017/06/iftar-experience/
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