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AREIAC BRIEFING 
Have you booked onto conference 2019 in Manchester, 1st and 2nd July?  

You can download a booking form from this link 

From the Chair...  
Bill Moore 
Welcome	to	the	new	edition	of	what	we	are	now	calling	the	‘AREIAC	Briefing’,	rather	than	a	
newsletter.	Executive	felt	that	this	is	more	appropriate	in	the	light	of	significant	changes	in	
both	RE	and	communications.	More	on	 this	as	we	move	 into	next	academic	year,	 as	 the	
Executive	will	be	holding	an	extended	meeting	 in	September	to	develop	a	strategic	plan	
and	structure	to	help	AREIAC	position	itself	most	effectively	in	the	developing	landscape	
of	RE.	

This	edition	sees	 input	 from	a	wider	 range	of	people,	 from	 long-standing	members	such	as	
Christine	Howard,	Dilwyn	Hunt	and	retiring	member	Dave	Francis	(whoever	described	Dave	as	retiring?!)	to	
newer	members	of	the	executive	 in	our	co-Vice	Chair,	Justine	Ball	and	one	of	the	mentees	from	REvitalise	
(our	leadership	development	pilot)	Tina	Grant,	who	as	part	of	her	development,	went	on	her	first	national	
conference!	

Much	 continues	 to	 happen	 in	 RE.	 The	 Executive	 has	 responded	 to	 the	 Ofsted	 consultation	 on	 behalf	 of	
AREIAC,	 with	 the	main	 focus	 being	 on	 improving	 and	 enhancing	 the	
section	 about	 the	 requirements	 for	 RE	 for	 different	 types	 of	 school	
and	 setting.	 We	 strongly	 suggested	 that	 they	 keep	 the	 current	
wording	 in	 the	 annex	 of	 the	 current	 framework	 and	 made	 direct	
reference	to	the	locally	agreed	syllabus	and	local	SACREs.	We	pointed	
out	that	Ofsted	should	consider	whether	a	school	that	is	not	meeting	
its	statutory	duties	could	be	judged	to	be	good,	let	alone	outstanding,	
so	 that	 the	 position	 of	 RE	 could	 be	 strengthened	 through	 the	
inspection	process,	 rather	 that	potentially	damaged.	We	pointed	out	
that	 the	position	of	RE	as	part	of	 the	basic	curriculum	alongside	 the	
National	 Curriculum	 formed	 the	 statutory	 parts	 of	 the	 school	
curriculum	 and	 that	 this	 needs	 to	 be	 made	 clear	 to	 schools	 in	
developing	 their	 curriculum.	 The	 new	 framework	 could	 very	 well	
strengthen	the	place	of	RE,	but	we	felt	that	this	was	not	tight	enough	
as	 it	 stands.	 We	 raised	 the	 removal	 of	 SMSC	 from	 both	 Quality	 of	
education	and	Leadership,	pointing	out	that	SMSC	is	across	the	whole	
school	and	not	just	in	Personal	Development.	Its	inclusion	in	Overall	Effectiveness	is	not	enough	to	make	this	
clear	to	schools.	

I	 am	 sure	 that	 you	have	 all	 been	 following	 the	developments	 from	 the	Commission	 report.	 REOnline	has	
been	running	a	series	of	blogs	discussing	the	recommendations	that	you	can	access	here	.Some	have	been	
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more	controversial	than	others	and	they	were	all	by	invitation	to	discuss	how	
people	might	move	 forward	 with	 the	 recommendations	 in	 the	 light	 of	 the	
SoS’s	 negative	 response	 to	 the	 report.	 Whilst	 the	 AREIAC	 Exec	 responded	
relatively	positively	 to	the	report,	 it	was	recognised,	and	 I	want	to	make	 it	
clear	here	and	now,	that	the	response	was	a	general	one	and	not	intended	
to	represent	the	views	of	all	members,	not	 least	because	we	all	have	our	
different	views!		

I	think	there	is	a	lot	of	debate	and	unpicking	of	the	recommendations	still	
to	be	had.	In	the	two	articles	submitted	by	Dave	Francis	and	Dilwyn	Hunt	
we	have	 some	move	 towards	 this,	both	 coming	with	a	 vast	 and	highly	
respected	pedigree	 in	RE,	but	 from	different	perspectives.	 I	have	been	
involved	 in	 RE	 now	 for	well	 over	 three	 decades	 and	 two	 things	 have	
kept	the	fires	of	enthusiasm	lit	within	me:	first	that	it	is	not	just	a	study	

of	religion	(and	worldviews),	but	also	an	exploration	for	the	pupils	of	their	own	and	others’	
perspectives;	 and	 secondly	 that	 just	 as	 there	 is	 diversity	 and	 nuance	 within	 and	 between	 religions	 and	
worldviews,	 so	 there	 is	 such	 diversity	 and	 nuance	within	 the	 RE	 communities.	 I	 have	 often	worked	with	
teachers,	pupils	and	others	on	why	we	teach	RE.	What	is	clear	is	that,	just	as	it	is	multi-disciplinary,	it	is	also	
multi-purposed	–	as	 indeed	 is	 education	 itself.	RE,	or	Religion	and	Worldviews,	 is	not	 just	 about	 knowing	
things,	 it	 is	about	people	and	how	they	make	sense	of	life	and,	because	we	are	working	with	children	and	
young	people,	it	is	helping	them	in	that	process	for	themselves.	

Dave	makes	this	very	clear	in	his	discussion	of	the	recommended	change	of	title	and	the	proposed	National	
Entitlement.	His	emphasis	on	‘R&W’	as	‘a	beautiful	subject’	is	a	clear	reminder	to	everyone	that	this	is	more	
than	just	a	study	of	something,	but	rather	also	a	development	of	someone.	I	think	we	have	a	duty	to	ensure	
that	 this	 is	 well	 understood	 by	 everyone,	 as	 there	 is	 a	 tendency	 for	 some	 to	 minimise	 the	 latter	 and	
emphasise	the	former.	We	may	no	longer	have	learning	about	and	learning	from	in	name,	but	the	principle	
must	remain.	The	subjective	must	remain	as	well	as	the	objective.	

Dilwyn’s	contribution	raises	these	concerns	most	powerfully.	He	questions	not	just	whether	the	report	can	
be	 interpreted	 too	 easily	 to	 be	 a	 study	 of	 religion	 and	 worldviews	 rather	 than	 a	 quest	 for	 meaning:	 he	
challenges	that	claim	to	a	new	vision	for	the	subject.	Both	these	contributions	share	a	passion	for	the	depth,	
beauty	and	power	of	RE	not	just	to	inform,	but	to	transform.	I	hope	members	will	find	food	for	thought	in	
their	words.	

Pat	Hannam	gives	 a	brief	 outline	of	work	 she	and	others	
have	been	doing	as	part	of	the	CStG	Trust	funded	Research	
7		on	the	concept	of	Religious	Literacy.	This	is	an	important	
piece	of	research	as	she	states	not	 least	because,	despite	
becoming	quite	a	‘bandwagon	in	recent	years,	there	is	little	
clarity	 either	 to	what	 it	 is	 or	 how	 it	 is	 to	 be	 used.	 The	 project	 is	 raising	 some	 important	 and	 interesting	
questions	and	we	look	forward	to	hearing	more.	(Also	to	the	reports	from	the	other	research	projects!)	

Revitalise	is	moving	from	strength	to	strength.	The	current	mentees	have	been	incredibly	positive	about	the	
experience,	especially	being	mentored	by	experienced	AREIAC	colleagues.	 It	 looks	 likely	 that	we	will	have	
funding	 for	 a	 phase	 two,	which	 is	 very	 exciting,	 but	more	on	 this	 at	 a	 later	 date.	 In	 this	 issue	we	have	 a	
contribution	from	one	of	the	mentees	and	one	of	our	newest	members,	Tina	Grant.	As	part	of	her	360	and	
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for	development,	she	attended	her	first	national	conference,	Strictly	RE	2019,	and	has	written	a	report	for	
us.	This	 is	an	excellent	example	of	closer	working	within	the	RE	community	and	the	development	of	 local	
leaders	of	RE.	We	welcome	Tina	and	 the	others	 to	AREIAC	and	 look	 forward	 to	 their	contributions	 to	our	
growth	and	development!	

In	 the	 last	 Newsletter,	 Naomi	 Anstice	 introduced	 the	 RE	 Ambassadors	 initiative.	 Since	 then	 the	 regional	
Ambassadors	have	been	appointed	and	 two,	 along	with	Naomi	herself,	 are	AREIAC	members.	 Justine	Ball	
and	 Claire	 Clinton	 have	 written	 about	 their	 experience	 and	 planning	 so	 far	 and	 how	 the	 work	 of	 the	
Ambassadors	 and	 AREIAC	 overlaps,	 are	mutually	 supportive	 and	 together	 help	 develop	 local	 support	 for	
local	RE.	Forging	links	and	building	networks	across	a	range	of	providers	and	expertise	can	only	be	a	good,	if	
very	challenging,	thing	to	do	and	Justine	and	Claire	share	some	of	what	they	are	planning	to	do,	which	will	
be	of	help	to	us	all.	

One	 of	 the	 joys	 of	working	 as	 an	 executive	 is	 that	 there	 is	 always	 someone	 to	 stand	 in	when	others	 are	
unavailable.	Justine	represented	AREIAC	at	two	important	meetings.	The	first	was	the	CPD	summit	at	which	
the	role	of	AREIAC,	and	particularly	the	REvitalise	project,	was	enhanced.	It	is	in	the	light	of	this	that	we	are	
going	to	develop	our	strategic	plan	in	September.	The	other	was	the	Shared	Space	seminar.	This	is	a	useful	
programme	developed	in	partnership	between	Bristol	University	and	NATRE.	Information	about	the	project	
and	a	very	useful	toolkit	can	be	found	here.	The	team	is	keen	to	visit	conferences	to	explain	and	share	the	
work,	so	if	you	have	a	local	conference	planned,	this	might	well	be	helpful!	

So	there	it	is.	RE,	or	R&W	if	you	prefer,	is	a	diverse	area	of	study	and	a	rich	exploration	of	being	or	becoming	
human.	It	is	an	immeasurably	important	part	of	a	school	curriculum	and	that	makes	it	both	controversial	and	
contested.	We	must	 not	 shy	 away	 from	 this,	 but	 rather	 embrace	 it	 and	 do	 full	 justice	 to	 the	 natures	 of	
religion,	 belief	 and	 education.	 Religion	 is	more	 than	 belief	 and	 practice;	 belief	 is	 deeper	 than	 simply	 the	
cognitive	and	education	is	more	than	just	the	passing	on	of	a	set	of	or	fields	of	knowledge.	We	in	AREIAC	are	
a	 diverse	 bunch	 –	 but	 so	 are	 the	 teachers	 of	 RE.	We	navigate	 a	 journey	 together	 rather	 than	provide	 an	
ordnance-survey	map.	To	help	with	this,	may	I	suggest	three	things?	Book	onto	our	July	conference,	which	
will	explore	some	of	these	issues;	contribute	to	the	Briefing	in	the	future;	and	encourage	other	local	leaders	
of	RE,	maybe	from	LTLRE	or	from	a	MAT,	to	join	so	that	we	build	that	diversity	and	expertise	to	support	local	
and	national	RE!	
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Religion and Worldviews a beautiful subject 

I	 love	the	advice	that	Bert	Roebben,	Professor	of	RE	at	Friedrich-Wilhelms	University	in	
Bonn,	 gives	 to	his	 students,	 that	 ‘there	 is	 no	more	beautiful	 subject	 than	RE’.	 It	 gives	
them,	he	says,	the	chance	to	engage	with	the	great	wisdom	traditions	of	the	world.		

But	not	just	this.		

In	an	age	that	emphasises	Autonomy,	he	wants	to	see	a	move	towards	 ‘Autography’,	
where	pupils	 in	Religion	and	Worldviews	 (R&W)	have	a	 voice	 and	a	place	 to	 reflect	
and	 perform.	 In	 cultures	 like	 ours	 where	 identities	 are	 not	 so	 fixed,	 he	 prompts	
educators	to	ask	how	young	people	can	feel	 ‘at	home’	when	they	are	 ‘on	the	road’	
and	proposes	an	education	of	‘inter-worldview	learning’;	where	pupils	are	challenged	
to	tell	THEIR	story.		

So	here	is	a	‘beautiful	subject’	where	pupils	(a)	engage	with	worldviews	and	(b)	develop	the	telling	of	
their	own	story.	

This,	for	me	at	least,	is	at	the	heart	of	the	vision	of	RE	expressed	in	the	Commission	
on	Religious	Education	(CoRE)	Report,	‘Religion	and	Worldviews:	the	way	forward’.	
In	 some	 ways	 there	 is	 little	 that	 is	 really	 new	 in	 the	 CoRE’s	 eleven	
recommendations;	many	in	the	RE	community	have	been	lobbying	for	some	time	
to	 see	 such	 changes.	 Some	 have	 been	 putting	 much	 of	 it	 into	 practice	 for	
decades,	particularly	in	constructing	RE	programmes	of	study	that	are	built,	not	
so	 much	 on	 ‘themes’	 or	 ‘systematic	 study	 of	 religions’;	 but	 on	 what	 pupils	
should	understand	in	order	to	be	successful	learners	in	the	subject.	

But	 in	other	ways,	 there	 is	much	 that	 is	 radical	 and	exciting	 about	what	 the	
CoRE	proposes.	

The	suggested	change	of	name,	to	‘Religion	and	Worldviews’	is	a	stroke	of	genius.	I	haven’t	quite	
given	up	on	my	2013	suggestion	of	Sophology,	but	 that	was	never	going	 to	wash	with	 some	of	 the	
most	 powerful	 voices	 in	 the	 educational	 world.	 Keeping	 the	 ‘R’	 word	 in	 the	 title,	 but	 keeping	 it	
singular,	and	avoiding	the	adjectival	form	with	its	pejorative	implications,	neatly	marks	out	the	area	of	
study.	 And	 using	 ‘worldviews’	 in	 the	 plural,	 though	 just	 as	 slippery	 a	 term	 as	 ‘religions’,	 at	 least	
indicates	 that	both	religious	and	non-religious	worldviews	are	 legitimate	 targets	of	enquiry.	But	not	
just	this,	since	‘worldviews’,	as	used	in	the	CoRE	Report,	is	inclusive	of	personal	as	well	as	institutional	
dimensions.	 I	 haven’t	 got	 space	here	 to	go	 into	 the	origins	of	 the	 term	 in	German,	 its	 advocacy	by	
Ninian	 Smart	 or	 its	 widespread	 current	 use	 throughout	 European	 RE;	 suffice	 it	 to	 say,	 there	 is	 a	
genuine	depth	to	the	term	that	repays	exploration!	

Some	 readers	 of	 the	CoRE	 Report	 have	missed	 the	 point:	 that	 it	 is	 not	 a	 dry	 academic	 study	 of	 a	
variety	of	philosophies	that	is	being	recommended,	but	that	pupils	will	be	challenged	to	develop	their	
personal	view	of	the	world	as	they	investigate	those	already	found	in	the	world-out-there.	We	should	
not	fear	the	omission	of	the	word	‘education’	here.	Religion	and	Worldviews	is	still	‘educational’.	How	
could	it	be	otherwise?	Are	Geography,	History	and	Science	less	educational	because	they	don’t	have	
the	word	education	in	their	subject	titles?	I’ll	leave	the	debate	about	what	counts	as	‘educational’	to	
others	 at	 this	 point;	 there	 is	 too	 much	 to	 discuss	 there	 for	 this	 short	 article,	 but	 there’s	 another	
important	point	that	I	want	to	raise.	

The	recommended	change	of	name	means	nothing	much	on	its	own	(though	it	may	have	an	impact	on	
the	general	public	understanding	of	the	subject,	and	move	us	away	from	having	to	tell	people	that	it	is	
not	 about	educating	people	 to	be	 religious,	which	we	have	been	doing	 for	 about	40	 years	without	
much	success).	
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No,	the	really	vital	part	of	the	CoRE	Report	is	the	shift	that	is	contained	in	its	advocacy	of	a	National	
Entitlement	for	pupils	in	the	study	of	Religion	and	Worldviews.	This	has	considerable	implications	for	
curriculum	designers.		

I	do	not	think	that	the	nine	statements	that	figure	in	the	CoRE’s	national	entitlement	recommendation	
are	the	final	word	on	what	pupils	should	‘be	taught’	or,	perhaps	more	to	the	point,	‘understand’.	But	
they	are	a	pretty	good	benchmark	and	a	huge	challenge.	Which	of	us	would	not	delight,	for	example,	
to	 see	 pupils	 demonstrating	 their	 (age-appropriate)	 understanding	 ‘about	 matters	 of	 central	
importance	to	the	worldviews	studied,	how	these	can	form	coherent	accounts	for	adherents,	and	how	
these	matters	are	interpreted	in	different	times,	cultures	and	places’	(National	Entitlement	Statement	
1,	p.12)?	

Neither	 is	 the	 Report	 explicit	 about	 how	 pupils	 should	 be	 taught.	 But	 it	 does	 encourage	 them	 to	
investigate	 ‘the	different	ways	 in	which	religion	and	worldviews	can	be	understood,	 interpreted	and	
studied,	 including	 through	 a	wide	 range	 of	 academic	 disciplines	 and	 through	 direct	 encounter	 and	
discussion	 with	 individuals	 and	 communities	 who	 hold	 these	 worldviews’	 (National	 Entitlement	
Statement	9,	p.13).	

Together,	the	statements	focus	on	the	kind	of	learning	most	of	us	would	love	to	see	in	pupils	as	they	
look	into	the	world	of	religion	and	its	many	personal	and	institutional	worldviews.	

The	 Report	 does	 not	 do	 everything	 for	 us	 involved	 in	 curriculum	 development,	 but	 for	 me,	 the	
National	 Entitlement	 Statements	 invite	 unpacking	 in	 terms	 of	 each	 key	 stage,	 so	 that	
when	we	construct	schemes	of	learning	we	can	aim	to	design	activities	that	will	help	
pupils	engage,	as	Roebben	suggests,	 in	‘inter-worldview	learning’;	where	they	are	
challenged	to	develop	and	tell	their	own	story.	

Dave	Francis,	March	2019	
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Religion and Worldviews: A new subject? 

Many	 believe	 that	 the	 Commission	 on	 RE’s	 final	 report	 has	 shed	 other	 purposes	 for	 teaching	 Religious	
Education	 and	 has	 proposed	 one	 clear,	 unifying	 purpose.	 That	 one	 clear	 purpose	 is	 to	 help	 pupils	 gain	 a	
deeper	 understanding	 of	 religious	 and	 non-religious	 worldviews.	 These	 supporters	 of	 the	 Commission	
believe	that	RE	has	been	freed	of	inappropriate	expectations	and	has	been	presented	by	the	Commission	in	
a	form	that	is	much	more	straightforward	–	it	is	the	study	of	religion	and	worldviews	and	the	recommended	
change	in	name	to	“Religion	and	Worldviews”	accurately	represents	this	new	approach.		 
 
If	 this	 is	 indeed	 to	 be	 the	 future	 of	 our	 subject	 we	would	 have	 succeeded	 only	 in	 diminishing	 Religious	
Education	 and	 would	 have	 taken	 a	 massive	 step	 backwards.	 Religious	 Education	 is	 a	 fascinating	 and	
wonderful	 subject.	 	 It	 is	 in	 the	 top	 division	 along	 with	 a	 handful	 of	 other	 subjects	 that	 are	 particularly	
educationally	highly	 rewarding.	 	However,	RE	owes	 its	high	educational	 value	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 it	does	not	
have	a	single	aim	or	ambition	rather	RE	has	a	twin	ambition.  
 
Trevor	Cooling	 I	 think	had	 the	 twin	ambitions	of	RE	 in	mind	when	he	 spoke	at	 the	RE	Council	meeting	 in	
November	2018.	 	He	talked	about	the	enormous	contribution	that	“Schools	Council	Working	Paper	36”	had	
on	the	development	of	the	subject.		I	too	am	a	great	fan	of	that	little	book.		Trevor	said	that	the	“very	heart	
of	our	subject	has	to	do	with	deepening	pupils’	understanding	of	the	human	quest	for	meaning	and	purpose	
in	life.”		I	agree	with	every	word	of	that.		He	then	added	that	the	subject	is	about,	“a	vibrant	study	of	how	we	
all	make	sense	of	our	existence.”	Again,	I’m	in	complete	agreement.		I	could	be	wrong	and	I	wouldn’t	wish	to	
misrepresent	 him	 but	 in	 Trevor’s	 words	 I	 think	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 see	 the	 two	 principal	 ambitions	 of	 RE.		
Religious	education	 is	about	how	humans,	 sometimes	 in	ways	which	are	 religious	and	 sometimes	 in	non-
religious	ways,	and	sometimes	through	institutions	and	sometimes	very	individually,	humans	perhaps	have	
always	 attempted	 to	make	 sense	 of	 existence.	 Religious	 education	 is	 also	 about	 how	 all	 of	 us,	 including	
young	 people,	 try	 to	 make	 sense	 of	 existence.	 “Working	 Paper	 36”	 affirms	 that	 RE	 has	 these	 two	main	
ambitions	and	it	does	this	in	this	very	clear	and	neat	statement,		

	The	phrase	“phenomena	of	religion”	back	in	1971	when	“Working	Paper	36”	was	published	didn’t	just	mean	
institutional	 religions.	 	 “Working	 Paper	 36”	 specifically	 identified	 alternatives	 to	 religious	 faith	 such	 as	
secular	 Humanism	 and	 Marxism	 as	 part	 of	 the	 same	 phenomena	 of	 engaging	 in	 the	 human	 quest	 for	
meaning	and	referred	to	them	as	deserving	of	“the	same	sympathetic	study	and	attention”.	(p.66)	 
		  
The	Commission	may	be	advocating	 those	 same	 twin	ambitions	 that	 are	 in	 “Working	Paper	36”	but	 I	 am	
critical	of	the	final	report	as	 it	 lends	itself	to	the	interpretation	that	discussing	fundamental	questions	and	
helping	young	people	as	 they	attempt	 to	make	sense	of	existence	 is	given	very	 little	 status.	 	Reading	 the	
report	 one	 could	 easily	 gain	 the	 impression	 that	 the	 emphasis	 is	 firmly	 weighted	 on	 knowledge	 and	
understanding	of	religion	and	worldviews.		Throughout	the	entire	report	there	are	only	about	six	references	
to	pupils	exploring	fundamental	questions.		The	main	thrust	of	the	report	is	instead	largely	about	promoting	
the	 subject	 on	 the	 grounds	 that	 it	 is	 relevant	 to	 current	 affairs	 and	 helping	 young	 people	 in	 a	 world	 of	
increasing	 diversity.	 	 The	 limited	 references	 to	 engaging	with	 fundamental	 questions	 in	 RE	 are	 scattered	
throughout	the	report	and	most	of	them	are	very	brief.		In	a	document	that	is	over	23,000	words	fewer	than	
600	 are	 about	 how	 the	 subject	 helps	 pupils	 to	 engage	 with	 profound	 questions	 to	 do	 with	 existence.		
Coupled	with	that	 lack	of	discussion	what	 is	said	 in	the	report	about	this	aspect	of	RE	 is	regrettably	often	
ambiguous	or	is	omitted.			In	the	entitlement	statement,	for	example,	we	are	told	pupils	must	be	taught,	“…
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how	worldviews	may	offer	 responses	 to	 fundamental	questions…”	 	 It	doesn’t	 go	on	 to	make	 it	 clear	 that	
pupils	may,	or	better	 still	 that	 they	 should,	engage	 in	 informed	conversations	 in	which	 they	 learn	how	 to	
discuss	and	critique	what	worldviews	have	said	about	fundamental	questions.	 	 	The	report	is	virtually	silent	
on	what	puts	RE	head	and	shoulders	educationally	above	most	other	subjects	which	is	that	it	regularly	offers	
serious	opportunities	for	pupils	to	think	about	their	own	existence	and	what	they	stand	for	and	what	really	
matters	to	them.		RE	offers	serious	opportunities	which	enable	young	people	to	develop	their	ability	to	think	
autonomously	so	that	in	a	world	of	diversity	and	fake	news	they	do	not	simply	give	themselves	up	to	what	
other	people	tell	them.		 
 
The	 entitlement	 statement	 is	 packed	with	 so	much	 content	 about	 religious	 and	 non-religious	worldviews	
that	it	offers	very	little	time	for	pupils	to	discuss	and	benefit	from	the	challenging	but	educationally	highly	
rewarding	task	of	trying	to	form	a	considered	and	informed	view	of	their	own.			

With	so	much	stuff	to	learn	it	is	highly	questionable	that	pupils	will	be	able	to	digest	all	that,	“pupils	must	be	
taught”	 and	 the	 reality	 is	 with	 so	 much	 knowledge	 content	 to	 be	 taught	 opportunities	 to	 think	 for	
themselves,	to	learn	how	to	listen	and	discuss	with	others	is	seriously	squeezed	so	that	virtually	no	house	
room	is	provided	for	this	vital	aspect	of	the	subject. 
 
To	be	fair	to	the	report	after	wading	through	72	pages	one	at	last	comes	to	Appendix	2	and	there	with	no	
equivocation	is	the	statement,	“We	see	the	subject	matter	of	RE	as	worldviews	in	two	senses”.	 	These	are	
indicated	with	the	letters	(a.)	and	(b.)	and	these	are	effectively	statements	that	articulate	the	twin	ambitions	
of	RE.	 	We	are	told	that	b.	is	“the	individual	process	of	making	sense	of	life…”	Similarly	on	page	73	we	told	
that	the	aims,	purposes	and	nature	of	Religion	and	Worldviews	is	“about	understanding	the	human	quest	for	
meaning…”		Why	is	this	material	relegated	to	the	back	pages?		Why	the	pretence	that	the	report	is	offering	a	
“new	vision”	when	what	is	expressed	in	Appendix	2	is	Religious	Education	as	described	over	45	years	ago?		
Why	relabel	RE	with	a	new	name	which	is	vulnerable	to	an	interpretation	of	the	subject	which	educationally	
diminishes	what	many	of	us	see	as	being	most	valuable	about	it?	 
 
There	are	plenty	of	other	things	in	the	report	which	I	have	serious	reservations	about	but	
above	all	let	us	not	pretend	to	have	come	up	with	something	new	and	trample	on	a	subject	
that	was	carved	out	over	four	decades	ago	and	remains	as	valid	and	as	exhilarating	now	
as	it	was	then.	

Dilwyn	Hunt		April	2019	
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Religious Literacy: A way forward for RE?  

Brecht: “You who are starving, grab hold of the book: it’s a weapon” 

Postman: “If you cannot read, you cannot be an obedient citizen.” 

Brecht: “Learn the ABC, it’s not enough, but learn it.” 

“Religious	Literacy:	A	Way	Forward	for	Religious	Educamon?”	is	a	research	project	that	began	in	September	
2018	led	by	Professor	Gert	Biesta	(now	Maynooth	University),	Dr	Patricia	Hannam	(Hampshire	County	Coun-
cil	School’s	Inspecmon	and	Advisory	Service)	and	Dr	David	Aldridge	(Brunel	University	London);	with	Dr	Sean	
Whinle	appointed	as	the	research	fellow	at	Brunel	University.	 It	 is	Area	2	of	the	Culham	St.	Gabriel’s	Trust	
Research	 7	 project	 with	 three	 parts:	 (i)	 literature	 review	 (ii)	 academic	 summit	 to	 discuss	 findings	 (iii)	
teacher’s	meemng	to	consider	pracmcal	implicamons.		

The	report,	into	whether	Religious	Literacy	is	a	way	forward	for	RE,	will	be	launched	on	4th	June	2019	in	Win-
chester	 (please	email	Patricia	Hannam	patricia.hannam@hants.gov.uk	 for	 informamon	and	 invitamon	to	the	
launch).	The	report,	which	will	be	referenceable,	will	be	available	from	the	REOnline	website.	It	comes	soon	
aqer	the	publicamon	of	the	Final	Report	of	the	Commission	on	Religious	Educamon	(CoRE,	2018)	which	drew	
anenmon	 to	 ongoing	 debates	 about	 naming,	 jusmfying	 and	 framing	 religious	 educamon.	 Against	 this,	 one	
fruirul	way	forward	might	be	to	draw	on	the	concept	of	religious	literacy.		

The	nomon	of	 ‘religious	 literacy’	figures	regularly	 in	discussions	about	religious	educamon	(see	 for	example	
the	All	Party	Parliamentary	Group	on	Religious	Educamon	(APPG,	2013);	Clarke	&	Woodhead	(2015),	Dinham	
&	Shaw	(RE	for	Real,	2015);	the	Report	of	the	Commission	on	Religion	and	Belief	in	Brimsh	Public	Life	(CORAB,	
2015)	 and	 the	 various	 CofE	 Statements	 of	 Enmtlement	 on	Religious	 Educamon).	 It	 is	 remarkable,	 however,	
that	despite	this	there	is	linle	consensus	about	what	the	term	means	and,	more	importantly,	what	is	its	dis-
mncmve	significance	for	the	theory	and	pracmce	of	RE.		

The	idea	of	‘religious	literacy’	however,	conmnues	to	capture	anenmon;	both	as	an	aim	for	RE	and	as	an	or-
ganising	principle	for	curriculum,	pedagogy	and	assessment.		‘Being	literate’	suggests	that	one	is	knowledge-
able	about	religions	and	able	to	navigate	the	compleximes	of	religious	domains,	which	seems	to	be	a	worth-
while	ambimon	for	RE.	 	Yet	despite	the	ongoing	scholarly,	policy	and	pracmcal	interest,	religious	literacy	has	
not	become	the	nomon	around	which	discussions	about	the	present	and	future	of	RE	have	come	together.		
This	may	have	to	do	with	a	lack	of	clarity	about	what	the	idea	of	religious	literacy	entails.	

To	provide	some	clarity	about	the	idea	of	religious	literacy,	the	report	begins	by	clearing	the	ground	by	con-
sidering	some	meanings	of	literacy;	including	dismnguishing	between	funcmonal	and	crimcal	literacy.	 	The	re-
port	then	moves	on	to	look	at	the	development	of	the	term	‘religious	literacy’	before	arguing	it	is	important	
to	highlight	the	educamonal	assumpmons	underlying	the	idea	of	literacy	itself.	 	A	further	secmon	presents	a	
brief	review	of	RE	in	the	UK,	mapping	out	the	contemporary	context	leading	into	a	crimcal	discussion	of	the	
broader	possible	meanings	of	religious	literacy.			The	final	part	of	the	report	returns	to	the	primary	quesmon	
of	whether	and	 to	what	extent	 religious	 literacy	can	be	a	viable	aim	 for	RE	 is	addressed.	 In	
brief,	the	report	concludes	that	Religious	Literacy	can’t	be	the	key	orienmng	principle	for	RE	
because	it	should	be	a	significant	part	of	all	educamon,	not	only	‘siloed’	 in	RE.	Also,	RE	has	
other	purposes	which	 lie	beyond	Religious	Literacy.	However,	a	crimcal	–	or	really	useful	–	
conceptualisamon	of	Religious	Literacy	might	be	a	desirable	outcome	for	RE.	In	conclusion	it	
is	 anmcipated	 that	 the	 quesmons	 raised	 in	 this	 report	will	 form	 the	 basis	 for	 further	 re-
search	in	relamon	to	its	implicamons	for	curriculum	development	and	will	be	reported	on	
in	a	future	edimon	of	the	AREIAC	briefing.	

Dr	Patricia	Hannam 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Strictly RE 2019  
On	 January	 26th,	 I	 attended	 my	 first	 ever	 ‘Strictly	 RE’	
conference	at	the	Park	Inn	by	Radisson	Hotel	at	Heathrow.	
Having	 not	 previously	 attended	 such	 a	 large	 scale	
conference,	 I	 wasn’t	 too	 sure	 what	 to	 expect.	 I	 was,	
initially,	 a	 little	 overwhelmed	 by	 the	 shear	 number	 of	
exhibitors,	 delegates,	 ‘official’	 personnel	 etc.	 as	 well	 as	
the	size	of	the	venue,	but	I	managed	to	navigate	my	way	
around	and	 visited	 the	majority	 of	 exhibits	 by	 the	 end	of	
the	day.	These	ranged	from	publishing	houses	offering	religious	education	literature	(e.g.	Hodder	Education,	
Lion	Hudson,	and	OUP),	charities	(such	as	Christian	Aid	and	CAFOD),	religious	organisations,	exam	boards,	RE	
support	services	and	research	centres	(such	as	NATRE,	RE	Today,	Culham	St	Gabriel’s),	to	places	of	worship,	
museums	 and	 exhibitions	 (St	 Paul’s	 Cathedral,	Westminster	 Abbey,	 the	 Jewish	Museum	 and	 the	Mandela	
Exhibition).	It	certainly	provided	a	cornucopia	of	information	and	resources	and	I	came	away	having	engaged	
in	several	interesting	conversations	and	armed	with	a	range	of	relevant	materials.	

Following	the	introduction	by	Fiona	Moss	(Executive	Officer	of	NATRE)	and	the	welcome	by	Ben	Wood	(Chair	
of	NATRE),	the	first	Keynote	speech	of	the	day	was	given	by	Professor	Grace	Davie	of	Exeter	University.	The	
focus	of	 her	 talk	was	 ‘Religious	 Literacy’.	 She	 shared	 the	 results	of	 a	 survey	 carried	out	 among	250	 social	
scientists	relating	to	the	issue	of	social	progress	(The	International	Panel	on	Social	Progress	–	www.ipsp.org	).	
She,	herself,	had	been	asked	 to	co-ordinate	 the	chapter	on	 ‘Religion’.	She	 felt	 she	needed	to	convince	 the	
panel	that	religion	has	a	positive	part	to	play	in	social	progress,	especially	when	it	comes	to	‘lived	religion’,	
not	 merely	 owning	 a	 belief.	 She	 firmly	 believes	 that	 policy	 makers	 need	 to	 pay	 attention	 to	 the	 role	 of	

religious	ideas,	practices,	communities	and	leaders,	and	that	these	
can	 be	 used	 for	 good	 or	 ill	 but	 should	 not	 be	 ignored.	 She	
advocated	 that	 good	 conversations	 in	 the	 classroom	 are	 vital	 in	
establishing	 a	 positive	 attitude	 towards	 religion,	 and	 that	 getting	
children	interested	in	discussions	about	religion	is	really	important	
as	they	may	be	the	ones	who	go	on	to	initiate	change	in	society	–	
change	 that	 may	 be	 religiously	 motivated.	 She	 emphasised	 that	
religion	can	be	toxic	and,	therefore,	we	need	to	teach	it	right	and	
give	 children	 a	 wider	 picture	 of	 the	 nature	 of	 religion	 locally,	
nationally	 and	 globally	 so	 that	 they	 are	 properly	 equipped	 and	
prepared	 for	 life	 in	 a	 pluralized	 society	where	 80%	 of	 the	 global	
population	claim	a	religious	identity.	

After	the	coffee	break,	I	attended	two	from	a	wide	choice	of	seminars:	firstly	‘Playing	Around	in	RE’,	where	
Lat	Blaylock	(Adviser	with	RE	Today),	in	his	usual	captivating	manner,	delivered	a	session	on	using	a	variety	of	
game-based	 lessons	 to	 explore	 religious	 concepts,	 beliefs	 and	 practices	 that	 could	 be	 used	 for	 pupils	 at	
KS2/3/4.	This	session	was	 interactive	and	extremely	engaging,	 involving	 lots	of	fun	and	laughter,	as	well	as	
some	good	discussion	about	how	the	different	approaches	might	be	adapted	to	suit	different	settings	and	
topics.	Lat	proposed	that	learning	done	as	a	game	is	powerful	and	encouraged	delegates	to	make	RE	creative	
by	inventing	games	of	their	own.	I	was	reminded	of	the	‘Talk-Less	Teaching’	approach	advocated	by	Isabella	
Wallace,	since	many	of	the	game	strategies	were	very	much	student-led,	with	the	teacher	standing	back	as	
an	observer,	allowing	them	the	opportunity	to	identify	misconceptions	that	could	be	addressed	later	in	the	
lesson,	or	explored	through	further	discussion.	My	second	seminar	was	‘Conversations	about	RE	Curriculum	
Balance’	with	Olivia	Seymour	(Assistant	Director	of	Education	at	the	Diocese	of	York)	and	Dr	Kathryn	Wright	
(Independent	RE	Adviser	working	for	the	Diocese	of	Norwich	and	St	Culham	Gabriel’s	Trust).	This	was	not	my	
first	experience	of	the	dissemination	of	their	research	as,	in	my	role	as	a	Professional	Leader	of	RE	with	the	
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LTLRE	programme	in	the	East	Riding,	I	had	previously	heard	Olivia	speak	about	it	at	one	of	our	PLRE	days	in	
York.	However,	since	 I	wanted	to	make	this	the	focus	of	our	next	RE	HUB	meeting	 in	March,	 I	was	keen	to	
revisit	the	material	and	hear	the	results	of	further	conversations	that	Olivia	and	Kathryn	had	participated	in.	
At	the	centre	of	their	findings	is	the	need	for	a	multi-disciplinary	approach	to	RE	–	the	‘three-legged	stool’:	
Theology,	 Philosophy	 and	 Human/Social	 Science	 (https://balancedre.org.uk	 ).	 RE	 should	 encompass	
believing,	thinking,	and	living	and	there	should	be	equal	balance	of	these	across	the	RE	curriculum.	They,	like	
Grace	Davie,	were	promoting	more	classroom	conversations	 to	develop	pupils’	 religious	 literacy.	Delegates	
were	 asked	 to	 create	 a	 diamond	9	 of	 a	 series	 of	 statements	 relating	 to	 the	 priorities	 and	purposes	 of	 RE	
followed	 by	 discussion	 about	 the	 role	 RE	 has	 to	 play	 in	 the	 wider	 school	 curriculum.	 Kathryn	 and	 Olivia	
provided	two	self-auditing	tools	(primary	and	secondary)	to	help	delegates	evaluate	the	balance	of	the	three	
disciplines	within	 their	own	RE	 curriculum,	as	well	 as	 giving	out	 sets	of	questions	 relating	 to	 these	 to	ask	
pupils	at	different	Key	Stages.	They	also	previewed	a	new	sample	assessment	resource	from	the	Diocese	of	
Norwich	offering	a	balanced	approach	to	assessment	in	RE	with	age-related	expectations.	

After	 lunch,	 I	 attended	 a	 panel	 session	 hosted	 by	 Ben	Wood	 (Chair	 of	 NATRE),	 Naomi	 Anstice	 (LTLRE/St	
Culham	 Gabriel’s	 Consultant),	 Rudi	 Lockhart	 (CEO	 of	 the	 REC),	 and	 Deborah	 Weston	 (NATRE	 Executive	
Member).	 The	 focus	 of	 the	 question/answer	 session	 was	 ‘National	 RE:	 What	 does	 the	 future	 hold?’	
Questions	asked	 included:	How	can	SACREs	engage	with	 schools?	Was	 the	omission	of	 the	 term	 ‘religious	
literacy’	 from	 the	 REC’	 Commission	 on	 RE	 report	 deliberate	 or	 accidental?	 What	 is	 the	 most	 important	
recommendation	form	the	CoRE	report?	What	do	the	panel	think	about	RE	given	as	a	subject	for	PPA	cover?	
Will	 there	 come	 a	 day	 when	 ‘RE’	 no	 longer	 exists,	 just	 ‘Worldviews’?	 These	 questions	 were	 discussed	
extensively	 with	 the	 panel	 and	 members	 of	 the	 audience	 giving	 their	 views.	 There	 appeared	 to	 be	 a	
consensus	that	we	have	a	huge	task	ahead	of	us	in	continuing	to	promote	the	importance	of	RE	as	a	subject,	
both	in	school,	and	in	the	wider	community.	

The	final	Keynote	speech	of	the	day,	following	on	from	a	short	overview	of	the	CoRE	report	by	Juliet	Lyal	(RE	
Commissioner	and	member	of	NATRE	Executive),	was	given	by	Lat	Blaylock	and	Stephen	Pett	(both	Advisers	
for	 RE	 Today).	 Their	 talk	 was	 entitled	 ‘RE	 and	 the	 realities	 of	 Religion	 and	 Belief’.	 They	 spoke	 about	 the	
challenges	 of	 how	 to	 ensure	 high	 quality,	 balanced	 RE	 provision	 without	 either	 “sanitising	 or	
satanising”	 (Joyce	 Miller	 –	 Chair	 of	 the	 RE	 Council)	 religion.	 They	 presented	 a	 case	 study	 into	 the	 ways	
religions	are	represented	in	society,	using	excerpts	from	a	new	BBC	GCSE	series	of	10	short	biopics	entitled	‘A	
Day	in	the	Faith	of…’.	They	encouraged	delegates	to	explore	the	wide	range	of	other	resources	produced	by	
the	 BBC	 to	 support	 teaching	 and	 learning	 in	 RE.	 lat	 and	 Stephen	 advocated	 the	 use	 of	 accurate	 and	 fair	
representations	 of	 religions	 and	 quoted	 from	 the	 ‘Perils	 of	 Perception’	 survey,	 highlighting	 wrong	
perceptions/misconceptions	 about	 the	 nature	 and	 impact	 of	 religion	 (www.brin.ac.uk	 British	 Religion	 in	
Numbers).	 They	 recommended	 the	 following	 two	 authors’	 works	 as	 pertinent	 reading:	 James	 Sire	 –	 ‘The	
Universe	Next	Door’	and	 Julian	Baggini	–	 ‘How	the	World	Thinks’.	 	The	difference	between	orthodoxy	and	
orthopraxy	was	explored	–	‘truth-seeking’	and	‘way-seeking’.	They	conferred	that	4	year	olds	have	an	already	
strongly	developed	worldview	before	 they	even	enter	 the	classroom	and	 that,	we	as	RE	practitioners,	will	
have	a	number	of	tensions	to	contend	with	as	we	also	help	to	shape	their	worldview	by	what,	and	how,	we	
teach.	

All	 in	all,	 it	was	a	really	enjoyable	day.	Lots	of	‘food	for	thought’,	as	well	as	practical	 ideas	to	try	out	in	the	
classroom.	It	was	great	to	be	able	to	network	with	practitioners	from	across	different	settings	and	phases	of	
education,	sharing	experiences	and	 ideas,	and	to	explore	what	 is	on	offer	to	support	subject	development	
within	school.	 I	would	definitely	consider	going	again.	The	only	thing	 is,	 I	would	take	my	own	lunch	as	the	
hotel	did	not	seem	to	be	particularly	conversant	with	the	specific	nature	of	a	plant	based,	vegan	diet!	

Tina	Grant,	REvitalise	mentee 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Regional RE Ambassadors  

In	 Autumn	 2018	 NATRE	 announced	 an	 exciting	 new	 project	 with	 Culham	 St	 Gabriel	 to	
appoint	a	National	Ambassador	for	RE	and	ten	Regional	Ambassadors.	Naomi	Anstice	was	
appointed	 as	 the	 National	 Ambassador	 in	 December	 2018	 and	 the	 ten	 Regional	
Ambassadors	were	appointed	in	January	2019.	Naomi	is	a	member	of	AREIAC	and	two	
of	 the	 ten	 Regional	 Ambassadors	 are	 also	 AREIAC	members;	 Claire	 Clinton	 has	 been	
appointed	for	the	London	region	(Claire	is	the	secretary	for	the	London	AREIAC	branch)	
and	Justine	Ball	has	been	appointed	 for	 the	South	East	 region	 (Justine	 is	one	of	 the	
Vice	Chairs	for	the	London	AREIAC	branch).	

The	aim	of	this	project	is	to	build	a	long-term	sustainable	structure	to	provide	local	support	for	RE	teachers.	

	 Connecting	teachers	to	other	teachers,	local	groups,	hubs,	advisers,	SACREs	and	to	a	range	of	
available	opportunities	and	RE	initiatives.	

	 Connecting	teachers	to	both	classroom-based	and	academic	research	
	 Connecting	teachers	to	regional	and	national	CPD	opportunities	as	well	as	resources	which	

will	inspire	their	classroom	practice	

Clearly	AREIAC	members	will	be	an	essential	link	within	this	structure	and	the	work	of	the	Ambassadors	will	
support	and	work	alongside	our	roles,	rather	than	being	seen	as	a	separate	initiative.	

The	ambassadors	met	together	in	February	2019	and	began	to	outline	what	they	wanted	to	do	for	their	own	
regions.	The	aim	of	the	ambassadors	is	to	build	a	long-term	sustainable	project	to	provide	local	support	for	
RE	teachers.	The	contact	details	for	them	can	be	found	through	the	link	below:	

https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/regional-ambassadors-announced/	

Below	are	Justine	and	Claire's	thoughts	on	their	work	so	far	as	ambassadors:	

Justine:	Ambassador	for	the	South	East	Region	(Hampshire,	Surrey,	Sussex,	Kent)	

I	work	as	a	primary	RE	adviser	 for	Hampshire	and	already	have	many	contacts	 in	 the	RE	world	 locally	and	
nationally,	which	will	be	very	useful	 for	 this	 role,	especially	 those	contacts	 that	are	 in	AREIAC.	Since	being	
appointed	I	have	attended	the	meeting	which	nearly	all	the	ambassadors	were	present	at	where	we	agreed	
key	actions	to	begin	the	exciting	task	of	creating	contacts	and	links	for	those	teaching	RE	who	may	well	not	
know	of	each	other's	existence.	Each	ambassador	was	tasked	with	the	creation	of	a	Facebook	page	for	their	
own	 region,	which	will	 advertise	national	 and	 local	 events	or	CPD	of	 interest	 to	RE	 teachers.	 These	pages	
have	 now	 been	 created	 and	 through	 the	 link	 above,	 Naomi	 can	 put	 you	 in	 contact	 with	 the	 relevant	
ambassador	for	your	area	who	can	provide	a	link	to	the	area	Facebook	page.	The	regional	ambassadors	are	
working	one	day	a	month	in	their	role,	so	please	be	patient	if	you	don't	hear	back	
straight	away.	We	would	love	to	hear	from	people	though	as	there	will	be	many	out	
there	 that	we	 are	 unaware	 of	 so	 please	 tell	 us	what	 you	 are	 doing.	We	 are	 also	
using	Twitter	to	promote	RE	CPD	and	for	example,	I	have	recently	taken	part	in	the	
excellent	RE	chats	that	are	held	on	the	first	Monday	of	the	month	between	8-9	pm	
by	NATRE.	Details	of	these	can	be	found	on	Twitter	and	on	the	NATRE	website.	

During	the	meeting,	we	agreed	to	look	at	who	were	the	NATRE	affiliated	groups	and	
REQM	schools	 in	our	 area	 so	 that	we	 can	 contact	 these	 in	due	 course.	 There	 are	
many	on	my	list	to	contact,	however,	so	please	if	you	are	in	an	Ambassador's	area	
make	contact	with	them	and	share	events	that	you	are	running.	There	may	also	be	a	
conference	 that	 the	ambassador	 is	 planning	 in	 your	 area,	 either	 this	 year	or	next	
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year,	which	will	be	useful	to	know	about.	For	example,	I	am	organising	a	primary	RE	conference	in	Hampshire	
on	23	May	and	there	are	others	planned	in	different	areas.	I	plan	to	also	contact	teaching	universities,	SCITTs	
and	SACREs	in	my	area	as	well	as	Diocesan	contacts	and	will	add	to	this	list	during	my	time	as	an	ambassador.	
It	 is	 a	 real	 privilege	 to	 be	 one	 of	 the	 ambassadors	 and	 to	 connect	 those	 in	 AREIAC	with	 people	 in	 other	
organisations	and	 I	 know	that	 those	who	are	 reading	 this	 in	AREAIC	will	bring	a	wealth	of	knowledge	and	
expertise	to	the	ambassadors	in	their	local	areas	-	so	please	make	contact	through	the	link	above!	

Claire:	Ambassador	for	the	London	Region	

I	have	been	doing	exactly	 the	same	things	as	 Justine	and	am	equally	as	excited	
and	slightly	daunted	by	the	task	of	being	an	ambassador!	Like	Justine	I	am	finding	
the	task	easier	due	to	all	my	AREIAC	contacts	–	so	very	grateful	 to	them	across	
London.	 I	 am	 looking	 to	 organise	 an	 RE	 conference	 at	 the	 British	 Library	 in	
December	2019	around	sacred	texts,	which	will	be	very	exciting	for	my	region	if	it	
all	comes	together.	My	next	job	is	to	make	contact	with	the	gold	REQM	schools	
and	SCITTS	across	London	to	see	if	I	can	track	down	some	potential	NATRE	local	
group	leaders	in	some	of	our	areas	of	London	where	there	are	no	meetings	being	
held	to	support	RE	teachers	in	primary	or	secondary	schools.	

The Warsaw Ghetto DVD  

Review	

Starring	Academy	Award	winners	Anna	Paquin	and	Marcia	Gay	Harden	

Based	 on	 the	 book	 The	 Mother	 of	 the	 Holocaust	 Children	 by	 Anna	
Mieszkwska.	

The	 story	 of	 the	Warsaw	Gheno	has	 always	held	 a	 fascinamon	 for	me,	
ever	since	Vida	Barnen	 introduced	me	to	the	novel	Mila	18,	so	when	 I	
came	across	this	DVD	on	sale	I	bought	it.	

I	had	not	realised	it	but	the	events	depicted	were	based	on	the	true	life	
story	of	 Irena	Sendler.	She	was	a	young	social	worker	who	was	able	 to	
pass	in	and	out	of	the	Gheno	and	was	able	to	rescue	inimally,	the	daugh-
ter	of	a	 Jewish	 friend	and	hid	her	within	a	Catholic	 family.	From	there,	
she	realised	the	plight	of	other	Jewish	children,	and	by	recruimng	sympa-
themc	friends	and	co-workers,	she	was	able	to	save	2,500	Jewish	children.	Her	escape	routes	were	ingenious,	
including	smuggling	out	in	ambulances,	suitcases	and	wheelbarrows.	

Eventually	 Irena	was	 captured	by	 the	Gestapo	and	 suffered	months	of	 torture	but	maintained	her	 silence	
throughout.	She	received	a	nominamon	for	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize,	though	was	never	actually	awarded	it.	The	
film	ends	with	a	live	interview	with	an	elderly	Irena	and	it	was	only	at	that	point	that	I	realised	that	this	re-
markable	film	was	based	on	a	true	story.	

I	found	the	film	gripping	and	both	heart-warming	and	heart-rending.	Reviews	have	compared	it	to	Speilberg’s	
‘Schindler’s	List’	and	Irena	as	a	‘female	Oskar	Schindler’.	The	feminist	part	of	me	wonders	if	it	is	because	she	
was	a	woman	that	her	story	is	not	as	well	known,	or	maybe	it	is	simply	that	she	wasn’t	given	the	Spielberg	
treatment!	Whatever	the	reason	it	is	a	film	worth	watching.	

Chrismne	Howard 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There	are	two	vacancies	arising	on	the	execumve.	Derek	Holloway’s	term	of	office	
as	 Treasurer	 is	 coming	 to	 an	 end,	 as	 is	 Chrismne’s	 long-standing	 role	 as	
Membership	 Secretary.	We	are	 looking	 for	 two	willing	 volunteers	 to	 take	 there	
place	and	serve	on	the	execumve.	The	term	of	office	is	for	four	years.	Having	only	
reasonably	 recently	 started	 on	 the	 Execumve,	 I	 can	 honestly	 say	 what	 an	
enjoyable	privilege	it	 is!	You	get	to	work	with	wonderful	colleagues	for	a	hugely	
experienced	associamon	within	the	most	 important	part	of	educamon	that	there	
is.	What	more	 could	 you	 want?	 Please	 consider	 within	 your	 regions	 if	 anyone	
would	want	to	take	this	on.	Nominamon	forms	etc	will	be	made	available	soon
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The AREIAC Website  
The AREAIC website is being re-vamped to and the 
new layout (proposal) can be found at: 
https://paul50018.wixsite.com/areiac  
Please have a look and then send any comments or 
suggestions to  web@areiac.org.uk Suggestions for 
layout or content are welcome as we want to make 
the new website useful for members and for the 
organisation. The intention is to celebrate how 
belonging to AREIAC supports, educates, mentors, 
stimulates and challenges all those who are 
passionate about outstanding religious education.

The 2018/19 Shap Calendar of Religious Festivals 
If you are at conference then you will receive a 
complimentary 2018-19 Wallchart. The best and 
most reliable calendar and essential addition to 
any RE department, staffroom or advisors or 
consultants office. 

The 20119-20 Wallchart and the eCalendar will be 
available from July 2019 from: 
www.shapworkingparty.org.uk

https://paul50018.wixsite.com/areiac
mailto:web@areiac.org.uk
http://www.shapworkingparty.org.uk
http://www.shapworkingparty.org.uk
https://paul50018.wixsite.com/areiac
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