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Press Release 

“The relation between education and religious and ethical values is vital for the future of Europe“ 

This significant observation was made in Oct. 2005 by Ján Fígel’, the EU Commissioner responsible for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism at a CoGREE congress in Berlin; CoGREE is the “Coordinating Group for Religious Education in Europe”.

The congress brought together people from 16 European countries. More than 60 representatives of European organisations and networks working in the field of values education and religious education addressed issues of “Living together with the Other – Education & Religion in a European Context”.

Ján Fígel’ continued: “It is also true that the European Union is a community built on shared values of tolerance and mutual respect. …Above all, our Union must live up to its aspiration to be a community of values: peace, solidarity, democracy, respect for human rights, including religious ones.“ .…In a global culture the shared values of different religious traditions can provide a collective sense of good conduct in private an d public life.” 

One of the speakers was the Dutch expert on Religious Education, Prof. Bert Roebben from the Catholic University of Tilburg. In his paper, he introduced basic changes in the role of religion and its relation to upbringing. The days of a mono-cultural approach to religious education are past. What is required is a process of “Learning by encounter ‚in the presence of the other” that ‘moves hearts’ and ‘cares for the soul’.

Friedrich Schweitzer, professor of Religious Education at Tuebingen University called for common standards for Religious Education in Europe. “I am thinking of standards that define, from a professional point of view, what kind of religious education should be available to children and youth in European countries.” One of the standards may be to base Religious Education “on the child’s right to religion and religious education” as well as the fact that “RE is of relevance to the public and must be taught in line with this relevance”.  

Schweitzer argued for an enlargement of CoGREE to include all Christian denominations and went on to say: “We also need to find ways to include the Roman Catholics and the Orthodox, difficult as that may be. … If there is a need for a clear voice for religious education in Europe, this voice must come from Jews and Muslims as well, and also from Hindus and Buddhists.” He named CoGREE as the most important attempt at developing a voice for religious education in Europe.

The participants agreed that if the peoples of Europe were going to succeed in living together, it would be essential for them to pay close attention to the religious and cultural dimension in the process of integration. Education and upbringing are crucial to the process of enabling people in European society to learn to deal with cultural and religious diversity. Education for active citizenship includes the competence to interact with one’s own religion and culture and to understand and respect the traditions of others. Participants particularly emphasised the demand that:

· Schools in Europe should receive more support for the constructive management of existing religious and cultural diversity. 

· Cultural variety and religious pluralism are particular aspects of Living together in Europe. It is necessary to incorporate these perspectives in the educational process. 

More information through www.cogree.com or the CoGREE Secretariat, Peter Schreiner, cogree@comenius.de, Phone. +49 251 9810125

