Initial thoughts on a topic of  
Human beings and the environment

	

	Topic
	Activities
	ICT related commentary

	

	1.   The world in which we live in.
	Read “history of a day” to consider how we are damaging the environment.

Pupils to undertake a “guided fantasy” of a  nature walk in the rain forest

Pupils to comment on their own questions about the environment, about treatment of animals or about life on earth

Ask each group to present their “best question” for presentation.
	

	2. Looking for solutions?


	Use a resource to illustrate a view about “life on earth”

Using the questions from lesson one ask them to consider “scientific” and “spiritual” solutions for the problems raised. Reflect on the basis differences of these problems and on the truth claims they rely on.

HW: The world would be better if … [10 answers]
	

	3. Where is God?
	Pupils present examples from their homework

Ask pupils how they think a person who believes in God might answer the question as to why God does not intervene to improve the world.

Introduce some religious traditions about animals and human responsibility.
	


	Lesson Title
	Activities
	ICT related commentary

	

	4. Nature in religious traditions
	Show pupils examples of religious appreciation of nature, eg, in scripture, prayers, poems, hymns, art (see Resources), and ask them to list and compare attitudes to the natural world indicated by the material.

Ask pupils to explain their own view of nature, indicating their view of the balance of 'pleasant' and 'unpleasant' aspects.
	

	5. Ethical Issues
	Ask pupils to consider the issue of battery farming, eg, in Large (see Resources) and to work out arguments that might be used in favour of and against it.

Encourage pupils to develop and write up their own view, giving reasons, and making reference to some of the religious material already studied.
	

	6. A religions approach
	Explain the idea of human beings being responsible for each other and the religious idea of there being a moral order behind everything. What do they think might be the effect of thoughtlessly exploiting nature? What do they think of vegetarianism and veganism? 

Look at Jewish and Hindu approaches to the environment.
	


	Lesson Title
	Activities
	ICT related commentary

	

	7. Wisdom
	Listen to some pupils' accounts of 'wisdom' and pick out insights being shown, especially any relating to looking at the 'signs of the times' in order to make judgements about the future.

Explain that they will now have the chance to compare their ideas with some of the great religious traditions. Provide pupils with some notes on wisdom in two religious traditions.

Ask pupils to note similarities and differences between the approaches of two religions and say how believers put their ideas into their religious practice. (2c,d)
	

	8. Reflections
	Ask pupils whether they agree with the statement that, 'The real environment problem is a lack of wisdom'. Read with pupils Chief Seattle's Speech or St Francis' 'Canticle of the Creatures' and encourage pupils to (a) consider things they use and enjoy from the natural world and (b) write a poem or short story about the use of natural resources in everyday life.
	

	9. Festivals
	Consider with pupils the idea that religious believers are reminded and assisted in their treatment of the world by regular festivals and celebrations. 

Explore with pupils such regular festivals [e.g Ramadan or the Jewish women's festival of Rosh Hodesh] Note how many religious festivals are be linked to solstices / equinoxes and ask pupils to write a note on how regular festivals can help believers respect the world and other people.
	

	Lesson Title
	Activities
	ICT related commentary

	

	10. Conclusions
	Some possible assessment activities

a) make a list of their feelings about the earth and explain some of them in relation to religious beliefs;

b) invent questions and answers between an alien who wants to destroy the earth and a child who wants to save the planet. Pupils should use examples from religions in their answers;

c) write an application for the post of 'Caretaker of the Planet Earth', including information on how religious ideas can contribute to their own vision for the future of the earth;

d) make a detailed response to the question: 'how do different religions encourage people to take responsibility for the environment?
	


Notes

When consider the ICT remember the following:

(i) The range of things that we talked about as being ICT

(ii) That ICT can be a teaching, learning, research, presentation, evaluation, communicating and administration tool

