[image: image1.png]







	Objectives

Pupils will
	Field of Enquiry
	Teacher info/Suggested Teaching Activities

Pupils could
	Learning Outcomes

Pupils can
	Possible resources/ 

Differentiation

	· Consider their idea of a ‘good/successful’ human being. 

· Develop an understanding that some people find the answer to this question within their religion and some in other ways.

· Evaluate the benefits and disadvantages of various types of technology

· Apply Islamic & Christian teachings/guidance to the use of technology.

· Explore the Christian & Islamic beliefs about ‘The sanctity of life’ and Stewardship / khalifah
· Think about and respond to philosophical questions raised by technology and Understand the Islamic concepts of ibadah, akhlaq, tawhid and iman, and the Christian idea of a creator God who is active in the world redeeming it in relation to technology

· Using all the information we have looked at in this unit, create a video interview that deals with the morality of the use of the possible use of AI technology in tomorrows world
· consider the opinions and points of view of a range of different people, including Christians, Muslims & non-believers.



ICT Objectives
Fitness for purpose
· Produce high quality ICT based presentations by:

- creating clear presentations sensitive to audience needs;

- justifying the choice of form, style & content

Refining & presenting information

· Use a wide range of ICT independently and efficiently to combine, refine, interpret and present information by:

- selecting and using software effectively, justifying the choices made.

· Reflect on different parts of myself that make me the person I am.


	Shared Human Experience

1,2,3

Living Religious Traditions

10,11

Beliefs and Values

14,16,20
Living  Religious Traditions

6,10

Beliefs and Values

16,18,19
Living Religious Traditions

6,10,11,12

Beliefs and Values

13,14,16,18,19,20
Living Religious Traditions

6,10,

Beliefs and Values

14,16,18,19,20
The Search  for Personal Meaning

23,24,25

	Ask pupils to think about what the word ‘success’ means.

In pairs/small groups provide the pupils with a template of a human body/skeleton and ask them to label or draw on to the template their ideas of what makes a successful person being directing them to think about more than just physical characteristics. 
Other possible questions include: Which of the ideas they identified can be related to a human? is a human a person, or does a person need to be human? 

Ask the pupils to discuss and make a list of where they think people get their ideas about what makes a good/successful human being. Provide some different examples of such sources e.g. teen magazines, sporting heroes, pop stars, family etc. before asking what extra sources a member of a particular faith may draw upon e.g. Sacred texts (Ten Commandments, The Qur’an and other religiouscodes).

Produce a thought shower on what they consider to be examples of good and bad technology in the world today.

Provide pupils with a mixture of commandments, ideas and teachings from both Islam & Christianity and ask them to try and apply those teachings to the use of technology e.g.

Islam: e.g. ideas & teachings relating to

Akhlaq: Conduct, character, attitudes and ethics. Opportunity to explore the idea of Halal & Haram, and the various meanings of Halal

Shirk: according partners to Allah; this is the greatest of sins = don’t let technology take over your life

Tawhid: Oneness of Allah = humans should not try to emulate god as creator of life

Christianity: e.g. ideas & teachings relating to
Stewardship: humankind made in the image of God and given responsibility over creation = do not use technology to pervert/harm God’s creation
Ten Commandments: Do not kill = only use technology to preserve life, not to take life

Give pupils a comparison sheet for various different types of technology and ask them in pairs to discuss whether each type of technology is a good thing, a bad thing or both and explain why. 

Ask pupils to imagine that it is possible to re-programme their genes, or choose certain genes for future offspring. Give them a shopping list of different genes and ask them to choose 5.

 Would they alter/choose their own genes?  Why/why not? 

What would they change/choose if they could? Why? 

Ask the pupils to draw up a list of the most ‘precious’ things that a human being have/could have. Then ask the pupils if there is anything more valuable than life itself?

Introduce pupils to the Christian & Islamic beliefs in ‘The Sanctity of Life’ and Stewardship/Khalifah and follow up with a few discussion questions such as: 

· Is gene technology like ‘playing God? Does this go against the Islamic idea of Tawhid/Christian monotheism? 
· How do you think a Christian and a Muslim would/should respond to this technology? Akhlaq/conscience
· Should the use of technology be Mubah (left up to the conscience) for a Muslim as there is no specific teachings in the Qur’an or do concepts like the sanctity of life provide clear guidelines?
· Should human beings be allowed to create new life in different ways? (Christian God as active in the world through humans and redeeming natural evil in the world through the use of new medical advances such as gene therapy/creation of AI)

· Would God/Allah be pleased with how humans are using their role?’ Akhlaq
Introduce the pupils to the idea of contemporary sophisticated thinking and feeling Artificial Intelligence, possibly through Hollywood films such as Bicentennial Man or AI. Then ask the pupils to respond  to philosophical issues such as:

· How might AI challenge a Christians/Muslims faith/Iman? E.g. The oneness of God

· Would a being constructed in a workshop be ‘alive’? Why? A ‘person’? 
· Is this God active in the world through human creativity? 
· Could an artificially created being have a soul? 
· Would such a being have rights? The same as us? What would our responsibilities be towards it? 
· Would God/Allah accept the being? 
· Would God/Allah be pleased with the people responsible for the beings creation? Akhlaq & Christian stewardship
Note: Discussion should encourage & include responses that deal with the content focus of Christian belief in a creator God who is active in the world redeeming it & the Islamic concepts of Tawhid, Iman, Ibadah and Akhlaq.

Introduce and explain the final task for this unit:

Pupils are going to produce their own imaginary interview script dealing with the possibility of sophisticated AI in tomorrow’s world .The interviews should reflect the theological and philosophical content of this unit, showing that the pupil has understood many of the issues raised throughout the course. Once completed the pupils will then be expected to act out their interview to be recorded by digital video and then edited to create their final levelled assessment. (Possibly peer assessed!)

Note: Pupils will need a lot of support in the initial stages of this assessment including resources such as: exemplar pieces of work, pointer/structure sheets, pupil levels etc. Some writing frames  would be useful – as would some suggested scenarios e.g. pupils may choose not to do an interview, an alternative choice could be to write the ‘next scene’ for a film clip they have watched? 
Using the symbolism of the Russian doll, pupils are to think about the things that really define who they are as a human being, by exploring the different aspects of themselves.

· What are the essential qualities/things that make them the person they are?

· What are the things/people that are part of them but don’t define everything about them?

· What are the things that they have, that they could easily not have but essentially remain the same person?

This could be presented through a series of ‘paper people’ with the person in the middle revealing their true self and what makes them and on the outer edges the things that they could change without losing the real ‘person’.

This activity could provide a good reflection following on from the first activity – how have their ideas changed given what they have learned in the previous few weeks? 
	· Link how different peoples interests, upbringings, influences and beliefs can shape their idea of what makes a good/successful human being. 

· understand that some people find the answer to questions of meaning in their religion, and some in other ways.

· Formulate their own opinions on the advantages/disadvantages of different types of technology giving reasons for their choices. 
· Apply religious commandments, ideas and teachings to the use of technology in today’s world.

· Identify what they feel is most precious in their life

· Apply the argument for ‘The sanctity of life’ and belief in Stewardship / khalifah to the issues raised by humankinds wide ranging use of technology
· Respond in my own words to philosophical questions raised by the possibility of AI
Level 3
Ask important questions of my own, about what Muslims & Christians think about the role of AI in tomorrows world (Make Links)

Level 4
Suggest answers to some questions about the role of AI in tomorrow’s world from my own point of view, explaining my view (Apply ideas)

Level 5 
Express my own views about AI in tomorrow’s world relating my views to what some Christians & Muslims say. (Express views)

Level 6
Say whether I agree/disagree with different points of view to my own, and why I agree/disagree (Evaluate)

Level 7
Give my own opinions on what I think makes a being ‘human’, considering an opposing point of view and saying why I don’t accept it. (Evaluate: Personal & critical responses)
Reflect on that which makes them who they are and those things that have little influence on them as a person.


	Human body/skeleton template

Teen magazines, sporting hero posters, pop star posters, sacred texts, web sites,  podcasts, faith communities – places of worship, friends? Religious leaders?
Modern day Ten Commandments from BBC curriculum bites pack

Religious teachings sheet (see PowerPoint)

Activity sheet (see PowerPoint)

Islam & Christianity Key Beliefs sheet

Technology comparison sheet (see PowerPoint)

Genes shopping list (see PowerPoint)

Human Genome Project: www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/home.shtml
See also: Page 30 in ‘Life Death & Beyond’ (RE Today ) – ‘Glimpsing the future – enhancing the present?’ a good stimulus piece here, extract from a newspaper article. This would focus discussion – and encourage discussion / extended writing etc.

Question sheets (see PowerPoint)
Question sheets (see PowerPoint)
Preparation sheets & pupil level’s (see PowerPoint)

Digital camcorder

Video Editing software e.g. Windows Movie Maker 2 for XP, Photo Story 3 etc

	Links with SMSC

Spiritual                                

Moral

Social

Cultural

(Agreed Syllabus p 23-25)
	Key Skills

Literacy

Numeracy

ICT




Year Nine	Theme Philosophy: What matters most to humans?  ‘What does it mean to be a ‘successful  person’


Content Focus: Christianity: Christians believe in a creator God who is active in the world redeeming it.


                         Islam: Respect of Tawhid, Iman, Ibadah and Akhlaq





Throughout this unit pupils will examine the advantages and disadvantages of the growth of some aspects of modern technology from both Christian & Islamic view points. This will be done through examining key Christian & Islamic concepts including the sanctity of life, stewardship (Christianity), khalifah (Islam). The unit will provide opportunity to explore the application  of these concepts in a range of contemporary contexts, and their contribution to a range of questions e.g.  To what extent are human beings ‘creative agents’? Can an artificially created being really be classed as alive?’.








*The Field of Enquiry is described in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 of the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.  In relation to Key Stage 3 this Scheme of Work,  Beliefs and Values and Religious Traditions have been planned to be delivered concurrently thus enabling pupils to see their inter-related nature.  A skill necessary for high attainment in Attainment Targets 1 and 2 is to make clear links in these areas.


