Evaluating web resources for use in RE
When considering using on-line resources it is vital that you, and your pupils are critical users of the information that you can find on-line. A resource can be put up by anyone and does not undergo the checks and balances that a printed resource will. So questions must be asked about bias, credibility, authenticity and usefulness that you might not ask in quite the same way of a non-web based resource. Remember the key question for a web, or indeed a non-web, resource is how does using this resource make for good RE?
So some questions, in some key areas, that you should consider are:

1. Authenticity / Credibility

· Where does the site come from? 

· Who is sponsoring / paying for the site? [Is this a religious / secular organisation?]

· Who is the author (individual or group) is this obvious?

· What is the bias of the site (they all have one) and is this obvious / stated?

· What is the academic credibility of the site?

· Does it attribute sources?

· Does it cite evidence?

· Does it include a bibliography / webography?

· When was the site last updated? Does this matter?

· Is the site acceptable in terms of gender, creed, race, sexuality, age values?

2. Content

· How does the content of this site fit into your syllabus (aims, objectives, outcomes)?

· Which age / year group is it suitable for?

· What RE is better taught using this site? 

· What tasks can you set? 

· How will they be assessed?

· How is this website better than another source (DVD, video, textbook, artefact)?

· What range of content does the site offer (text, AV, animations, assessment …)?

· Is the readability suitable for the age group that the content is aimed at?

· Is the content of the website accurate? (how do you know?)

· Is the content free from bias, or is the site honest about its bias?

· Is the content up-to-date? [does this matter?]

3. Getting around the site

· Is the structure of the site and what it contains obvious?

· Can you get back where you came from, and to the home page, easily and from within the site?

· Does the site have a search engine – how useful / effective is it?

· Does the site send you off to other sites – is it obvious when this has happened?

· Is there a good balance of text, space and image?

· Multi-media usage?

· Does the site require you to download / install any software / plug-ins? If so is this easy / obvious?
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