Workshop: Stretch out your hand - Children’s rights and responsibilities   

Workshop leader: Mag. Doris Hauberger

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was approved by the UN General Assembly on 20 November 1989. How can we make people aware of children’s rights and promote their observance? What must we adults do to ensure this? 

Important dates: 

World Children’s Day - 20 September 

International Day of the Rights of the Child: 20 November

In this workshop we shall:

- consider children’s rights through the eyes of children and of adults 

- consider what responsibility we have as adults 

- creatively explore where and how we can get discussion of the issue of children’s rights on the agenda of congregations/parishes

- discover what resources are available for us to use.

Children have rights 

Children have rights.

You have rights,

and that is right and proper.

But you also definitely know

that you must take into account

others who also have their rights.

It is right for children to play,

and get themselves dirty.

It is right for children to laugh

and do something special. 

It is right for children to speak up

and make crazy comments.

It is right for children to pray

and to take their time. 

It is right for children to make their own decisions

and wear what they like.

Children need to be loved 

and certainly not to be hit. 

Children have rights.

- written by Maya, 12 years old

It is not the case

It is not the case 

that you yourself escape blameless

if a child in your circle is harmed.

It is not the case 

that you yourself remain safe and sound

if through your averting your eyes 

a child is not safe and sound. 

It is not the case 

that you can maintain your dignity on dry land

if this child is drowning in a sea of despair.

- Extract from the poem Schauen wir hin (‘Let’s take a look!’) by Lene Mayer-Skumanz, written for ECPAT’s touring exhibition Hinschauen statt wegschauen (Looking, not looking away)

Brief overview of resources to stimulate thought (not exhaustive, in German):              

