Workshop catechesis for all generations

Based on the book “`I make everything new`- receiving, witnessing, overcoming”

by Reverend Silvia ILL-Kempkes

Objectif : presentation of a book proposing catechetic sequences for all generations in order to provoke their meeting and dialogue in the context of parish and family

Context: the protestant reformed church of France, a religious minority in a secuarised country (separation of state and religion: no religious education in state schools)

 _________________________________________________________________________

A catechesis with 4 priorities:

Bible: reading the scriptures and confronting them with our concrete experience

Existence: provoking a personal statement

All generations: in the context of secularization and the loss of judaeo-christian culture, catechesis concerns all generations; encourage sharing of experiences of all generations in church and in families; the same theme is treated at the same time for 4 different age levels and after this there is a time for sharing experiences and creations; intergenerational parish days

Theological pluralism: there is place for different theological approaches; characteristic of the protestant reformed church of France

3 themes: Three ways of talking about faith 

Receiving: theological foundations of protestant faith: we are saved by grace only (theological aspect)

Witnessing: God`s love liberates from all other authorities and calls to resist to any kind of slavery, to witness in the concrete situation of our life. God’s grace and it’s impact on our way of acting and making decisions (ethic aspect).

Overcoming: what helps us to hope, to go on and to overcome crisis (existential aspect)
4 ways to enter into each theme:

Bible: a bible text

History/culture: a personality, a painting, an epoc
Convictions:  confession of faith , a song, testamony 

Worship: prayer, lyrics

4 age levels with appropriate pedagogical means

3-6 years: awakening of spirituality, discovery of Jesus and the bible stories, playing together,  group experience

7-11 years: bible school age (Sunday school) where children get into the bible stories, share their every day experiences, express their feelings and ideas on  life by painting, sketches

12-15 years: ethical questions, sharing every day experience and what they like, discovery of history and personalities to identify with, creative expression 

Adults: sharing picture or text analysis, writing, playing sketches
Structure of each unit:

Coming into: introductory time with a game, a brainstorming on a picture, a song; creation of a group atmosphere, awaking interest in the theme; showing that catechism is in touch with our every day life

Appropriation: main part of the session based on a text; first: reformulating and analyzing in order to express everyone`s understanding, may be by playing a bible story; this time includes a creative work (painting, photographing, interviewing)

Worship: prayer, songs, different supports; inviting to create a meditative atmosphere and to contribute actively to this time, often with texts or creations resulting from the appropriation time. 

Example of one theme with it`s  4 different entries for 4 different age levels

Theme 2: witnessing, the courage to express one`s convictions

4 entries:

1. Bible: Mark 14, 3-9  the woman with the perfume, a significant expression of love

(alternatives: Daniel in the lion`s den or Psalm 23)

2. History, culture: the courage to resist in times of persecutions

-3-6 years: Marie Durand, an example of protestant witnessing in the 17th century

-7-11 years: protestant prisoners in times of persecution

-12-15 years: “graffiti” and “tags” as signs of protest and witnessing yesterday and today

-adults: “graffiti” and “tags” as signs of protest and witnessing in christian and protestant history

3. Convictions: expressions of faith and witnessing in the protestant minority context

-3-6 years: discovering symbols of faith

-7-11 years: discovering symbols of faith

-12-15 years: discovering the courageous faith confession of the protestant minority of Palermo 

-adults: discovering the courageous faith confession of the protestant minority of Palermo

4: Worship: witnessing singing

-3-6 years: He`s got the whole world

-7-11 years: the story of Lucy the slave, discovering human rights, discovery of a negro-spiritual talking about the Hebrews delivered by God (When Israel went to Egyptsland)

-12-15 years: discovery of slavery and a negro-spiritual talking about the Hebrews delivered by God (When Israel went to Egyptsland), reflecting on modern slavery, making a poster protesting against modern slavery

-adults: discovery of the origin and the tradition of negro-spirituals, video on modern gospel and work on it`s message

Example of one theme with it`s  4 different entries for 4 different age levels

Theme 3: overcoming fear, learning confidence

4 entries:

1. Bible: Jesus and his disciples in the storm, David and Goliath

2. History, culture: the courage to resist in times of persecutions

-3-6 years: Marie Durand, an example of protestant witnessing in the 17th century

-7-11 years: protestant prisoners in times of persecution

-12-15 years: “graffiti” and “tags” as signs of protest and witnessing yesterday and today

-adults: “graffiti” and “tags” as signs of protest and witnessing in christian and protestant history

3. Convictions: expressions of faith and witnessing in the protestant minority context

-3-6 years: discovering symbols of faith

-7-11 years: discovering symbols of faith

-12-15 years: discovering the courageous faith confession of the protestant minority of Palermo 

-adults: discovering the courageous faith confession of the protestant minority of Palermo

4: Worship: witnessing by singing

-3-6 years: He`s got the whole world

-7-11 years: the story of Lucy the slave, discovering human rights, discovery of a negro-spiritual talking about the Hebrews delivered by God (When Israel went to Egyptsland)

-12-15 years: discovery of slavery and a negro-spiritual talking about the Hebrews delivered by God (When Israel went to Egyptsland), reflecting on modern slavery, making a poster protesting against modern slavery

-adults: discovery of the origin and the tradition of negro-spirituals, video on modern gospel and work on it`s message
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