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Minutes of the Business Meeting of the European Conference on Christian Education (ECEE) held at St Polten, Austria on Friday 2nd February 2007

President Rose-Marie Chopard welcomed all to the Business Session and convened the meeting.

1. President’s Report

The President gave a Report on the activities of the Steering Group since the last ECCE. The group has met three times to plan the Conference and one Business meeting in Geneva. ECCE is part of CoGree which brings together all the groups involved in religions education in school and church. A Conference was held in Berlin and ECCE members took part. CoGree works through the EU on matters realating to church, school, and society. CoGree is made up of ECCE, ICCS, EUFRES, EFTRE, EAWRE, IV, see www.cogree.com. The new ECCE website has been built www.ecceweb.org it contains information about the Conference, the Steering Group, the Conference programme and photographs of the Conference. Ongoing information of the Steering Group and the next Conference will be added as plans develop. Extra copies of Conference material will be available to download. A history of ECCE was also gathered over the last two years and was presented to the Conference on the opening night.

2. Financial Report 

The Treasurer gave the Financial Report. Financial Reports had not been received by ECCE for the previous two Conferences, only budgets. ECCE had also been told that it could not have its own bank account and the money had been held in the previous Treasurer’s personal bank account. This was felt unsatisfactory. The promised balance sheets from the previous Treasurer were never received. 16,000 euros was finally received from the previous Treasurer and was the amount that the Steering Group used to work towards the 2007 Conference. An official ECCE bank account has now been opened and has more that one signatory. The Solidarity Fund that existed in the past to fund Eastern European members had been wiped out over the previous years. An appeal was made to the Churches across Europe to donate to the Fund, 2,400 was received for this. A tight budget was developed for 80 participants on a budget of 600 euros for a single room and 500 rooms for a single room. This budget has been stuck too and the Treasurer is confident that when the Balance Sheet is produced in the next few weeks it will clear the costs and leave the money that is required for the planning of the next Conference. The donation from the Sponsor and the Austrian Church was received for running costs of the Conference and for the Solidarity Fund. This year 10 places were taken up by Eastern Europeans. There is a surplus left over from the 28 places planned and so it is the recommendation of the Steering Group that the Surplus from the Conference be invested in the future of ECCE. It can be utilised for the Solidarity Fund and the increasing costs related to future Conference. It is hoped that this would enable the Solidarity Fund to be stretched beyond Eastern European. Final accounts will be prepared and audited over the next few weeks, these will be e-mailed to all participants and posted on the website. Money is available to plan the next Conference and for a Steering Group of 10. Around 20,000 euros would be available for the Solidarity Fund in the future. 

Counter proposal was received not to use the money for the future of ECCE but to give the money back to the Churches who could make the decision to use the money for the provision of places in the future.

Vote 65 for the Proposal

Vote 4 for the Counter Proposal

Vote 3 for Abstention

The Steering Group Proposal was carried.

3. Proposals for future ECCE locations

United Kingdom and Ireland – invitation to attend ECCE 2009 in London, United Kingdom. An International Conference to mark the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations International Year of the Child.

France – invitation to attend a conference in France.

Czech Republic – invitation to 

Questions and discussion ensued.

It was noted that 2009 was not a possibility for any of the German delegation due to prior commitments in the second half of that year. The UK and Ireland Region responded that it would be flexible with the date.

It was suggested that a preliminary vote be taken to indicate where the preferred location would be and then it would be passed to the Steering Group.

It was proposed that a vote could be made by e-mail when the solid budgets were in place.

Vote was taken and the majority wished to go to France. This was confirmed. ECCE will next be in France.

 4. Election of Steering Group for next Conference

The Steering Group proposes that the number of delegates on the Steering Group is reduced to one representative for the 

Vote – to amend statutes to reduce the Steering Group.

First proposal is to amend the statutes to be one representative from each Region plus three Officers – President, Treasurer, and Secretary.

Second proposal is for five representatives and the three Officers drawn from within this group.

Questions and comments were taken

Each proposal was voted for turn;

First Proposal – 29 For

Second Proposal – 36 For

Members of New Steering Group

France – Noelle Lasalle

Northern – Martti Häkkänen

Eastern – Peter Benjamin Gyori

Central – Erhard Reschke-Rank

United Kingdom- Nominated representative withdrawn

It was suggested by the President that a break would be taken to have dinner and a way forward would be worked out.

The meeting broke at this time.
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