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Editorial

In recent years growing attention has been given to religion in education within the European institutions.
The exchange organized by the Council of Europe about the religious dimension in intercultural
education with religious organisations, experts and nongovernmental organisations like ICCS showed
the relevance of this issue. Two of the contested aspects within this dialogue are how religion is
understood and how differences are valued. Often, in the political context, religion is limited to a “cultural
fact” for pragmatic reasons and differences are neglected for the sake of a narrow concept of social
cohesion.

Our ICCS activities contribute to the ongoing debate by arguing for a more comprehensive view of
religion and a more relevant understanding of the value and importance of existing differences. Religion
is a way of life, a source of meaning and a way to understand existence providing ethical and moral
guidance for living together in a more and more plural society.

Religion can have a double role, a reason for deep differences in mental mapping and worldviews and a
contributor to intercultural understanding and dialogue. An important challenge in this discussion is how
to value the existing differences in religious orientation, culture, lifestyles, values, habits and views that
can be recognised in nearly every classroom. Differences can be exciting and stimulating, but also may
provide reasons for conflict.

Teachers need to recognise differences in a respectful way. This could be done by dealing with the
following questions: Do | recognise the tendency to make “the other” understandable by minimizing the
differences? Do | accept that it is painful to admit my lack of understanding of otherness? Why is it so
difficult to take the perspective of the other? Do | accept that to rationalize the perspective of the other as
a view similar to mine can be to override the other?

Developing competence on religions and worldviews helps schools and teachers to go beyond the
individual and give proper attention to the cultural and religious reasons for difference. To prepare
teachers for work in school they need to enhance their understanding of religions. This should be more
integrated in initial as well as in service training and reflected in curricula. If this is done it will definitely
encourage social cohesion and improve the education of the students in the classroom.

Heid Leganger-Krogstad, ICCS Secretary
Peter Schreiner, ICCS President

Board Meeting in Prague

The annual board meeting of ICCS in April 2010 was held at Rezidence Dlouha in Prague, in the Czech
Republic. Gerhard Pfeiffer represented IV (International Association for Christian Education) in the
meeting as part of a closer collaboration. The president and board members reported their main
activities on behalf of or related to ICCS. The president, especially, has been involved in many activities
in relation to the Council of Europe and in Church and Society Commission of CEC. The main activity
during the meeting was to plan for the next conference to be held from 29 June to 3 July 2011 in Prague.
It was convenient to inspect the venue for the conference. It will be a joint conference of IV and ICCS in
cooperation with CoOGREE. Next board meeting will take place in Amersfoort in March 2011.
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From left:

Back row: David Lankshear, England/Wales; Peter Schreiner, Germany and Gerhard Pfeiffer, Germany (IV).
Front row: Heid Leganger-Krogstad, Norway; Elza Kuyk, Netherlands; Kaarina Lyhykainen, Finland; Roland Biewald, Germany
and James Barnett, France.

Collaboration with IV

The final meeting of the joint working group of IV and ICCS was held in Oslo in March 2010. One of the
main points was to prepare the common conference in Prague. The group worked out further proposals
for the boards of both organisations to continue the collaboration and to develop the work further. Some
of these activities will be provided in the broader network of COGREE where both organisations are
represented.

“Employability, Mobility and Flexibility. European demands challenging religion and
education.”
ICCS/IV- Conference in Prague 29 June to 3 July 2011

Employability  PISA quliy outcome competence targets competition
accreditation evaluating skills

measuring social cohesion BOLOGNA
testing change agents effective systems

The theme of the conference will deal with the issue of how religion and education respond, or should
respond, to the demand from politics and economy to see employability as a main goal of education and
training. Politics and economy have identified these areas as important tools for their purposes. This is
exemplified by the follow up of the decision of the European Council in 2000 “to make Europe the most
competitive knowledge based economy society in the world”. “Education and training” were then
integrated in a larger political and economic strategy. And this is currently confirmed in the new strategy
AEur opeA 2BwRr0apean strategy for smart.ICCSandiVargueand | e &
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act for a comprehensive concept of education where all aspects of the human being are taken into
account. Within this concept, religious education has a crucial role in the provision of knowledge, skills
and understanding of the religious and moral dimensions of life.

The conference will last from Wednesday 29" of June evening to 3™ of July, Sunday lunch time. Full
details will appear on the ICCS website http://www.iccsweb.org/. Local host for the conference will be
Hana Tonzarova at the Hussite Faculty.

Next Klingenthal colloquy 4-8 October 2010

ICCS and CoGREE with James Barnett as responsible organiser are planning the next Klingenthal
colloguy. This meeting offers a rich opportunity to be informed about and to discuss current
developments in projects and policies of the Council of Europe. The programme in 2010 will deal with
current developments in the field of intercultural dialogue taking account of the religious dimension and
will include visits and discussion with representatives of the Council of Europe.

Situation of ICCS secretariat

After a meeting at MF Norwegian School of Theology of ICCS president Peter Schreiner and ICCS
secretary Dr. Heid Leganger-Krogstad with rector Vidar Haanes it was made clear that the three year
funding from the Ministry of Education should be used carefully so that the funding could cover four
years work and costs, which means that costs were covered up to the end of 2010. ICCS’s president
expressed gratitude for the support offered and organized by MF. By the end of 2010 the secretariat will
have been in Norway for seven years. Arrangements have been put in place for an interim solution for
two years with David Lankshear as a secretary with Tania Ap Sion at St. Mary’s Centre in Wales as
assistant secretary with the intention of making her secretary after 2012.

Publications from ICCS

The new CD ROM delivered in 2009 includes documents of the last Klingenthal colloquy (October 2008)
and related texts. It provides a rich collection of information on developments in European politics on
religion in education edited by James Barnett, who is heavily involved in the work on religion and
religious dialogue in Council of Europe. Under the title Education for Religion and Democracy of
Intercultural Dialogue he has collected a rich source of documents from the 1990s up to today. The CD
ROM can be ordered from: boekestein@comenius.de. Cost 5 €.

ICCS/IKO publication: RE in Europe

Religious Education in Europe Situation and current trend in schools.
Elza Kuyk, Roger Jensen, David Lankshear, Elisabeth L6h Manna, Peter Schreiner (eds.)
Oslo: IKO Publishing House, 2007. - 245 S.
ISBN 978-82-7112-793-0
Price: 24,50 €
Available from ICCS website or directly on:
Jho http://www.iko.no/sider/produkt.asp?ID=286&vare=793

EFTRE

The European Forum for Teachers of Religions Education will be holding their tri-annual conference in
2010 (Aug 25th -28th) in Bruges, Belgium. The conference theme will be Insiders and Outsiders:
Religious Education's contribution to inclusion”. ICCS president is asked to deliver a contribution on
perspectives of EFTRE’s work in the context of current European developments. Please put this date
into your diary and keep an eye on www.eftre.net for more details. EFTRE's latest newsletter, with more

details and exciting news, can be downloaded from the site.
Paul Hopkins
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Conference of European Churches / Community of Protestant
Churches in Europe (CEC/CSC / CPCE)

Involvement with the Conference of European Churches CEC

Swier Frouws from IV and Peter Schreiner from ICCS attended the 13th Assembly of CEC in Lyon in
July 2009. An information leaflet about IV and ICCS introduced both organsiarions to the delegates and
guests and included also proposals how churches could become more active in education on the
Euroepan level and link up with the European agenda in this field. The leaflet is available at
www.iccsweb.org.

The policy document adopted by the conference that will guide — among other documents and decisions
— the work of CEC for the next years, mentions “Christian education” as an important topic.

ICCS was also participating at the 5™ Annual Meeting of European secretaries of the member churches
of CEC, held in Mechelen/Belgium in November 2009. The staff of the Commission on Church and
Society CSC presented the draft of a work programme for the coming years where education was one
out of six proposed themes. The task now is to specify the issues and projects that should be worked on
for the next years.

A decisive stept to establish education as a working theme of the Church and Society Commission of
CEC was made at the first plenary meeting of the Commission in Haguenau/France at the end of May.
The Commission adopted a proposed education strategy that was worked out by two meetings of a
brainstorming group with support of ICCS (see: . http://csc.ceceurope.org/issues/education/). The paper
proposes activities related to the new strategic framework of the EU in the field of education and training
(ET 2020) and in «Education for Democratic Citizenship».Member churches and associated
organisations will be asked to nominate experts for a working group on education that will be established
during the next months.

Council of Europe and European Union

THE EUROPEAN
WERGELAND
| A )

CENTRE

COUNCIL CONSEIL
F EUROPE DE L'EUROPI

News from the European Wergeland Centre
The opening of the Centre took place in May 2009 in Oslo, and ICCS was represented by the secretary,
Dr. Heid Leganger-Krogstad, for the inauguration and the following seminar. The Crown Princess Mette
Marit, the foreign minister and the educational minister in Norway were present and a speech was given
by Thorbjgrn Jagland, before he was elected Secretary General of the Council. A day of seminars was
part of the opening. After the opening the activities of the Centre have developed in a remarkable way.
Many of the seminars of the Council of Europe’s Pestalozzi training programme are now organized by
the European Wergeland Centre. Initiatives were started to bring together young researchers from all
over Europe who are currently involved in research projects on one of the main themes of the Centre.
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A summer school will take place in Poland July 10-17 2010 with the theme: “Democracy at School.”

The Centre will build on and promote the work performed by the Council of Europe and Norway for
intercultural understanding, human rights and democratic citizenship. — The main task of the Centre is to
promote democratic culture and social belonging through its work with education.

The Centre will carry out research and shall provide in-service training for teachers and teacher trainers.
Furthermore, the Centre shall disseminate information, serve as a platform and create a network for
relevant actors within the field. The working language of the Centre will be English. The target groups of
the Centre are teachers, teacher trainers, multipliers, scientists, practioners, decision makers and other
relevant actors.

CoGREE was invited to the European Wergeland Centre during their meeting 12-13 March 2010 in Oslo,
with Heid Leganger-Krogstad and MF as host. Special Advisor Gunnar Mandt welcomed us and
presented the rich developments of the centre. They are now organising a European Master study in
Human Rights and Democratisation. For more information on EWC: http://www.theewc.org/

11 l-f} A1AD? toy

From left: Dick Hoek (IV), Gerhard Pfeiffer (IV), Gunnar Mandt (EWC), Sonja Danner with her son (EFTRE), Swier
Frouws (1V), Caroline Gebara (EWC), Peter Schreiner (ICCS) and James Barnet (ICCS),

Involvement with the Council of Europe

ICCS was actively involved in the 2nd Exchange of the Council with representatives of religious
communities on the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue 29-30 June 2009. Peter Schreiner was
asked to deliver a key note in plenary session about “Teaching about religions and non-religious
convictions in diverse socio-cultural contexts: tools and practices as contributions to a mutually
supportive society”. In his contribution he highlighted several documents and developments of the
Council of Europe that present a more differentiated perspective on religion than just seeing religion as a
trouble maker. Especially the recommendation of the Council of Ministers from December 2008
CM/Rec(2008)12 includes a differentiated and constructive perception of religion and offers opportunities
for further dialoge and collaboration with religious communities. Further activities in this field are
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planned. The text of Peter Schreiner’s presentation and other documents are available at
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.|sp?id=1441393&Site=CM .

CoGREE on Council of Europe’s White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue
CoGREE has given a contribution to the following up of the White Paper in a statement:

CoGREE welcomes the Council of Europe White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue that was adopted by
the Committee of Ministers in May 2008. The openness of the document encourages our contribution to
an ongoing discussion to establish intercultural dialogue as a continuing process at all levels.

CoGREE is pleased to note that religion is regarded as a significant factor, although it is more than a
dimension of intercultural dialogue. Committed to the principle of freedom of conscience and religion and
the need for democratic governance, we confirm that inter-religious dialogue is a related issue. It enables
the religious organisations “to fulfil their role”, although it also goes beyond the immediate competencies
of the Council of Europe.

CoGREE underlines that teachers of religious education can contribute to interreligious as well as
intercultural understanding and to the implementation of the thinking behind the white paper. In this
respect it is important to recognise that religious facts, though relatively easy to teach in the school
curriculum, are necessarily defined by their reception within religious traditions. Religious educators in
Europe have considerable experience of exploring knowledge and of encouraging young people to
understand a range of beliefs in a manner that is free from sectarian indoctrination. Young people need
to become “religiate”, if their engagement in intercultural dialogue is to be complete. We also believe that
education about, from and through religion is necessary to enable young people to make informed
conceptual and spiritual judgements. Good education also aims to take account of how religious
extremism may relate to unjustifiable assumptions. Please see the whole text of the CoGREE
contribution to the follow up of the “White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue”.

The White Paper in English: http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural/Source/Pub_White Paper/White%20Paper final revised EN.pdf

The process: http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural/default EN.asp

Peter Schreiner
ICCS President

Oslo / Munster 30 June 2010
Heid Leganger-Krogstad / Peter Schreiner
Colophon
This Newsletter is edited under responsibility of the board of the Intereuropean Commission on Church and School.
The board thanks the Ministry of Education in Norway for financing and supporting the ICCS Newsletter.

Members of the board

Peter Schreiner, President (Germany)

Heid Leganger-Krogstad, Secretary (Norway)
Roland Biewald (Germany)

Elisabeth L6h Manna (Italy)

Elza Kuyk (Netherlands)

David Lankshear (England)

Lajos Szabo (Hungary)

Kaarina Lyhykainen (Finland)

Information and contributions

For information or contributions please write to the ICCS-secretary:
Heid Leganger-Krogstad,

MF - Norwegian School of Theology

P. O. Box 5144 Majorstuen,

N-0302 Oslo, Norway

Tel.: 0047-22 59 05 07

E-mail: secretary@iccsweb.org

ISSN: 0921-0393

ICCS Newsletter in English, German and French is published electronically on:
http://www.iccsweb.org
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