Updating RE Guidance (Circular 1/94)

Report of the Steering Group Meeting
24.09.08

The meeting, chaired by Brian Gates and Alan Clarke (DCSF), began with a reminder of the protocol and terms of reference for the work.  The main item was a report from the writing group (WG) delivered by the chair, John Keast, and subsequent work in small groups to ponder and give a steer on various thorny issues.

JK reported that, to date, five meetings of the writing group had been held.  The agendas had focused around three main areas: clarifying issues of process and protocol; deciding upon the nature and structure of the new guidance (the Govt no longer issues circulars) and identifying the issues to be covered in it.  Some exemplar text had also been prepared. 

It had been agreed that the WR would be confined by the same protocol as the steering group (SG) concerning confidentiality; it would work within existing legislation, build on the non statutory NFRE, and not cover matters of collective worship.  However, the WG is working in a educational, legal and social context that is very different from that of 1994, and will seek legal advice when necessary. 

To fulfil its purpose of helping all concerned with RE to do their jobs better, the WG was unanimous in thinking the new RE guidance (REG) should be accessible, helpful, positive and readable.  It would be both visionary and useful, offering in one place clear and comprehensive guidance on matters of statute, regulation and gov’t policy concerning RE and the role of SACREs.

JK presented a draft structure for the new REG, covering: Introduction, RE in the curriculum; RE in schools and Roles of various groups and people in RE; Action points and Appendices.
The WG had identified several issues of complexity and controversy which warranted further discussion by the SG.   Groups were organised and individually asked to consider one or more of these issues and to give advice to the WG.  The issues were:

· Balance between and coverage of Christianity and other principal religions;

· Time allocation for RE;

· SACRE membership, especially Humanists on Group A;

· Right of withdrawal

· Post 16 provision;

· RE provision in different types of school.  
The meeting was productive and purposeful.  It is obvious the Chairs of both the WG and of the SG are at pains to be open and flexible and are committed to listening to what members of the SG have to say.   Many worthwhile points were made and received warmly.

The next meeting is on 11th December.
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