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Ofsted Briefing

1. Subject staffing within Ofsted has recently been changed to reflect the re-structuring from April 2007. The core HMI team for RE from April is Alan Brine, the Subject Specialist Adviser (SSA) for RE, together with Dilip Kadodwala and Jacqui Wordsworth.

2. In order to maintain a view of strengths and weaknesses in National Curriculum subjects and RE, Ofsted conducts a programme of subject survey inspections.  Ofsted has just drawn its 2006/7 round to a close. For RE this involved 30 visits to primary and 30 to secondary schools focused on the process of implementing new agreed syllabuses. Schools are taking these visits very seriously and the inspections have shown that the focus on school self-evaluation has led to an improvement in the way RE is being monitored and reviewed within individual schools and this in turn has led to sharper action plans that identify areas identified for development.  A copy of the report letter on each school visited is published on the Ofsted website, is made available to the next Section 5 inspection team and is sent to the relevant LA and SACRE. Initial overall findings related to this focus will be included in the 2007 Long Report. The new round began in April 2007 and the specific focus will be on the contribution of RE to community cohesion.

3. The SSA for RE has recently led a rapid response survey focused on ways in which schools are promoting community cohesion. It included a focus on the role of faith schools and the religious dimension of community cohesion. An internal report of the findings has been sent to the DfES and will help inform decisions about the way schools’ new responsibility (from September 2007) to promote community cohesion will be defined and inspected. This complements the work being done by NASACRE to support the role of SACREs in promoting community cohesion. 

4. Ofsted occasionally receives letters from SACREs expressing concern about the loss of Section 10 subject reports and the impact this has had on their ability to undertake their monitoring role. The new section 5 inspection arrangements were introduced to reduce the burden of inspection on schools and build on the use made by schools of self-evaluation processes and performance data. The arrangements have been broadly welcomed by schools. With regard to the role of SACREs, as you will know, Ofsted published SACREs and self-evaluation (HMI 246) in 2005.  Additionally, Ofsted contributed to the three regional SACRE conferences ‘Strong SACREs, Good RE’ organised jointly by the Religious Education Council, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and the National Association of SACREs (NASACRE). These conferences provided a very useful opportunity to explore the issue related to monitoring. Currently, we are working closely with NASACRE and QCA as they develop new guidance about how SACREs can work in partnership with their local authority to develop monitoring arrangements alongside mechanisms to evaluate the effectiveness of their locally agreed syllabus.

5. In addition to this routine pattern of activities, HMI/SSA has been involved in various consultations including those linked to the development of an RE National Strategy.
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