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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

held at The Council House, Birmingham on Tuesday 8th May

Present  
Barnet (Mrs Anna Sallnow); Barnsley (Cllr Brenda Hinchliff, Mrs Zena Connolly); Bedforsdshire (Jane Chipperton); Bexley (Denise Chaplin); Birmingham (Yann Lovelock, Raymond Rowe; Guy Hordern, Marius Felderhof, Simone Whitehouse); Bradford (Geraldine Cooper); Brighton & Hove (Mrs Christine Fitton); Bromley (Martin Sweet); Buckinghamshire (Mr Bill Moore); Calderdale (Mark Stephenson); Cambridgeshire (Revd Canon Tim Elbourne, Sue Ward);  Cornwall (Mr Rick Lee, Mrs Bonnie Rockley); Coventry (David Bono, Rev Terry Collins); Cumbria (Mr Richard Cox); Devon (Robin Kararek); Dorset (Debbie Tibbey); Dudley (Mr Dilwyn Hunt, ); Durham (Mrs Anne Carter); Ealing (Eileen Harris, Rev Neil Richardson); East Riding (Sue Holmes); East Sussex (Dr Brenda Vance); Enfield (Ms Rachel Bowerman, Cllr Yasmin Brett); Greenwich (Bob Love, Anita Compton); Guernsey (Sandra McInally); Hackney (Mr Karl D’Cruz); Hampshire (Clive Erricker, Judith Lowndes, Stuart Juniper); Haringey (Jenny Stonhold); Harrow (Mrs May Abbott); Hartlepool (Isobel Short); Hillingdon (Dr Eric Blaire);  Hounslow (Cllr Peta Vaught); Isle of Wight (Joy Buckley); Kent (Rabbi Cliff Cohen, Mrs Pamela Draycott); Kingston-upon-Thames (Cllr Dennis Doe); Lambeth (Brian Netto); Lancashire (County Cllr Albert Thornton); Leicester City (Fiona Moss, Mr Ramesh Majithia); Lewisham (Dinah Griffiths, Gurbakhsh Garcha); Medway (Jennifer Davies); Merton (Mr Saleem Sheikh, Mr Peter Kendrick); Newham (Claire Clinton); Norfolk (Shirley Buxton); Northamptonshire (Malcolm Oliver, Jonathan Gardiner); North Lincolnshire (Marian Toyne); North Somerset (Dave Frances); Nottingham City (Mike Kidger); Nottinghamshire (Ken Johnson); Oxfordshire (Katherine Wedell); Peterborough (Rachel Richardson, Farat Jhamillah); Plymouth (Teresa Griffiths); Poole (Jan Lever); Portsmouth (Mrs Georgina Mulhall); Redcar & Cleveland (Ms Marianne Fliming); Rochdale (Rev Jane Brooke); Rutland (Rev Philip Davies); Salford (David Ashton, Alexander Klein); Sefton (Peter Middleton); Shropshire (Mr Tristram Jenkins); Solihull (Julie Grove); South Gloucestershire (Derek Jay); Southwark (Bruce Gill,); Staffordshire (Rev Preb Michael Metcalf, Mrs H H Iqbal); St Peter’s Saltley Trust (Ian Jones); Stoke-on-Trent (Philip Such); Sunderland (Colin Short, Natalie Chapman); Surrey (Paul Gateshill); Tameside (Maurice Smith); Telford & Wrekin (Mr Ken Pattison); Thurrock (Cllr John Everett [pm only]); Torbay (Tricia Martin); Trafford (Erica Pounce); Wakefield (Mrs Celia Roberts); Waltham Forest (Ted Cooke); Wirral (Mr Richard Evans); Worcestershire (Mrs Sylvia Braddy, Ms Yvonne Stollard, Mrs Lindsey Thorne).

Also in attendance:  

Peter Egginton, Westhill Endowment Trustees; Mr Alan Brine (Ofsted); Dr Mark Chater (QCA)

Welcome: 

Rev Jane Brooke, Chair of NASACRE welcomed everyone to the 2007 AGM and introduced the first keynote speaker.

Keynote Address:  

Professor Brian Gates, Lancaster University, Chair of the RE Council (REC)

SACRE Bleu: the Politics of Difference

Professor Gates used the humour of his title to address serious points about SACREs.  In a culture where religion is considered suspicious, SACREs matter greatly and the massive challenge for RE is also a great opportunity.  He summarised the steps taken by members of the RE Council in the development of the proposed National Strategy for RE (NSRE), which is currently with the DfES. He outlined its recommendations to do with bringing all SACREs up to the standard of the best; improving RE provision in all schools, including faith schools; creating reference points for RE in trust schools and academies, and improving teacher training.  Professor Gates presented three scenarios with regard to SACREs: in the status quo, good work continues but is patchy and dependent on good will; in a deterioration, funding for SACREs is diminished with the demise of community schools and, in enhancement, RE is acknowledged by the Government as central to the community agenda and SACREs are recognised as vital agencies, as the point of public accountability for RE.  He proposed an extension of the brief of SACREs with renewed emphasis on their role in community cohesion, and comprehensive responsibility for RE, including in faith schools and FE colleges.  The recommendations focus principally on opportunities for training teachers both at the start of their careers and as continuing professional development throughout their career paths.  He emphasised the REC’s commitment to local determination and the importance of agreed syllabuses, whilst highlighting weaknesses in the present statutory position, not least in the ‘conscience clause’.  The NSRE recommends a review of Circular 1/94 and of current statutory provision to ensure it is ‘fit for purpose’.   

Prof Gates closed by adding that SACREs must expect to be challenged on the exclusivity of their practice with regard to Humanists and other groups, and by entreating them to work more closely with interfaith groups.  Was it SACRE bleu, he asked…no it was SACRE rainbow!          

The presentation inspired a good deal of interest; questions from the floor addressed issues to do with SACRE publicity, capacity and potential impact, problems of communicating with academies and the opt-out clause.

NASACRE Plan for Building SACRE Capacity:

Following on from the keynote address, Denise Chaplin reported on NASACRE’s contributions to the REC’s strategy document.  She began with an evaluation of a pilot project on the use of the RE Self Evaluation Toolkit for SACRE monitoring, recently undertaken in Hounslow and Haringey.  All types of school were represented in the project. Findings suggest funding for such a programme is an issue that may affect its success nationally as there was cover in the pilot for a half-day conference for subject leaders, to support them in their use of the toolkit and this ensured involvement.  Teachers were honest in their subject evaluations and reports had been sent to all schools and each individual LA, with aggregated results to both.  It was felt the project had been useful for both boroughs.  Briefing papers on the other two NASACRE contributions had been circulated prior to the meeting: a summary of the NASACRE plans for strengthening SACREs and an evaluation of the REC pilot for training new representatives from faith communities to serve on Committee A.  These were referred to but there were no questions arising from them. 

Business Meeting

1. Apologies for absence:
Geoff Teece; Graham Langtree, Devon. 

2. Minutes of the AGM held on Thursday 4th May 2006:  

These were agreed and accepted without correction.  

Proposed: Saleem Sheikh, Merton SACRE; seconded: Jenny Stonhold, Haringey SACRE. 

It was requested the minute on the elections would include a record of all nominations.

3. Chair’s report:
Jane Brooke’s report, which had been circulated prior to the meeting, was accepted.  There were no questions.  

4. Accounts and Treasurer’s report:
The treasurer’s report, which had been circulated prior to the meeting, was accepted.

Clarification was requested on the reasons for the proposed rise in annual subscription from £75 to £85, since local authorities were now under considerable financial pressure; Michael Metcalf explained that notice had been given two years ago, when the subscription was last raised, that consideration would be given to a further rise in 2007 and there had been no concern expressed then; the accounts now show a deficit and NASACRE was increasingly dependent on events such as the AGM for income.  The feeling was expressed that NASACRE must be adequately funded to do its job and the proposed rise was accepted.

Proposed: Raymond Rowe, Birmingham SACRE;

Seconded: Tristram Jenkins, Shropshire SACRE.   

5. Elections:

As there was only one nomination for the position of Vice Chair, Bill Moore (RE Adviser in Buckinghamshire) was elected unopposed and warmly welcomed.  

Elections were held for three places on the executive and Rick Lee, Khadijah Knight and Katherine Wedell were duly elected.  The other candidates, Martin Sweet, Cliff Cohen and Alexander Klein, were thanked for allowing their names to go forward.

6. Updates from Ofsted and QCA:

Papers from both Alan Brine HMI and Mark Chater were circulated prior to the meeting and questions invited.

In response, Alan Brine clarified the position regarding RE and present inspection arrangements; the emphasis was now on self evaluation and light touch inspection testing out school self evaluation (SSE) judgements but rarely checking on compliance issues.  A trawl of the first 4000 reports had shown only 300 references to collective worship, half of which had noted the positive contribution it made to primary pupils’ SMSC development and the other 50% highlighted non-compliance in secondary schools. The focused inspections of two days in each of 30 primary and 30 secondary schools each year would only identify trends.  The 2006/7 survey focused on implementing new agreed syllabuses; the next would be on RE’s contribution to community cohesion.

Despite general improvement in the area of SSE and RE, the main issues were to do with variability of process and of outcomes, although most schools were making use of the RE Toolkit; practice was generally better in primaries.  The real priority remained assessment.  Although SACREs had to find other ways of monitoring now, the evidence gathered could be more reliable.  

Concerns were raised about how schools could receive an outstanding judgement overall while RE provision is unsatisfactory or non-existent.  This was justified because there is always a need to find a balance, within Government priorities; it was the responsibility of the SACRE to identify gaps in practice.  Alan Brine confirmed that HMI could be invited to visit a school, although that would be more likely to be where the practice is good. 

In response to questions about QCA’s report, Mark Chater said that his evidence for the statement about improvements and challenges had come from informal contact with SACREs and the report of the REC Teaching Commission.  Improvement was needed in KS3; in assessment and in the ‘learning from’ dimension and its relationship to AT1.

There was concern about the disparity between expectations of agreed syllabus levels and the GCSE criteria.  Mark Chater acknowledged this was a complex area and the traditional curriculum could lack challenge but he hoped there would be improvements and continuity from KS3 to GCSE must be ensured.  It was recognised there was insufficient development of skills and concepts.  Agreed syllabus conferences would be encouraged to structure documents around concepts rather than content.  

MC was invited to clarify what was intended in collaboration between subjects; he outlined plans for greater flexibility, encouraging meaningful links without sacrificing RE’s distinctiveness.  He gave ‘Identity’, ‘Diversity’ and ‘Creativity’ as examples of the study of key concepts across subjects.  He was pressed on QCA’s advice to a situation where a school is planning to integrate RE into the ‘Personal Development’ curriculum, taught in vertical grouped tutor periods.  He explained that case studies would be produced to illustrate good practice in cross-curricular collaboration, with the possibility of bringing a group together to uncover the principles of effective practice.

Both speakers were thanked for their contributions.

7. Matters arising on the minutes:
There were none that were not covered in the main agenda.

8. AOB:

Denise Chaplin announced a forthcoming meeting for London SACREs to be held on 11th July at the City Hall from 11am-5pm.  The fee for the room hire had been waived by the Mayor but there would be a small administrative fee which would be covered by charging delegates £5 per head to attend.  She invited suggestions of agenda items; one of the speakers would be Sarah Lane, Secretary of the Free Churches’ Education Committee who would talk about recruiting FC representatives for Committee A.

Thanks were expressed to Jane Brooke for her service to NASACRE as an executive member, Vice Chair and most recently as Chair.  She was presented with flowers.  As Denise Chaplin moved into the chair, Bill Moore was welcomed again as Vice Chair.   

Young People’s Faith Forum:

The afternoon began with spotlights on some of the projects currently underway.

Hull and East Riding

Sue Holmes explained this was to be an update on the presentation made at last year’s AGM.  She showed a DVD recording of the November conference in Hull, marking the end of phase one of the project Faith 2 Faith, when 180 young people from a variety of faiths offered their reflections on the work.  The project had made representations to the Community Cohesion Forum and the Youth parliament, and had been taken up by the Yorkshire and Humber Faith Forum, so phase two, called ‘Spirit of the North’, would have a regional dimension; it would come together at a conference in spring 2008 in Bridlington.

Portsmouth

In the absence of Sue Ganter who sent apologies, Tristram Jenkins said he was proud to present a report on behalf of Portsmouth SACRE.  One of the original projects, this had been able to continue because of additional funding from the Home Office, keeping the Project Co-ordinator in post.  The group of fifteen 17 year olds who called themselves ‘Interfusion’ had met regularly; they had been interviewed on local radio; been consulted by the City Council and by the Second Sea Lord on recruitment to the Navy; two members had been co-opted on to SACRE and reported regularly on their activities.  The plan was to expand.

Blackburn with Darwen

Tristram Jenkins had received apologies from Dot Thompson, but had seen much evidence of activity in his liaising role: a project called ‘Kids United’ allowed primary pupils, 97% Asian minority heritage, to meet together with the theme ‘Rainbow’ and 20 secondary pupils were interviewing people on perspectives on their home town.

Kirklees

In the absence of David Raven-Hill who sent apologies, Robin Kanarek, as the Executive’s link with the project, reported that plans to establish a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) for RE were progressing well.  The site had been designed and incorporated into the Grid for Learning; it would feature online packs for local places of worship and filming would be taking place in seven places of worship.  The VLE would be available to local schools in September 2007 and outside the LA from January 2008.

Surrey

Paul Gateshill presented a DVD report of a residential interfaith weekend, exploring faith issues under the title ‘Face 2 Faith’, attended by seventeen young people who had gone on to be the new Youth SACRE, originally established in March 2005. The key ideas explored were respect, acceptance and transformation.  The Youth SACRE fed into the Youth Parliament and was a valued opportunity for the pupil voice.

Tameside

Maurice Smith presented a DVD, made by media studies’ students, to record the project’s November 2006 interfaith event; a second event on ‘Belonging to a Faith Community’ was planned, which would be the result of pupil visits to places of worship and an exhibition of work, with the involvement of supplementary religious schools, one group each of Christian, Hindu and Muslim young people.

Newham

Claire Clinton described the project arising out of students’ dissatisfaction with the Sex and Relationships Education they were receiving, which they had felt disregarded the cultural context of their lives. It represented the voice of young people in Newham and was an extension of the Student SACRE.  The resulting DVDs used a ‘Talking Heads’ model as a resource for lessons and for teachers of SRE.  It involved 80 students from eight schools discussing their responses to a series of key questions; faith leaders had also been interviewed and a third DVD on faith and SR values was planned.  This would be an appropriate resource for GCSE.  Claire Clinton had received permission from the Student SACRE to show excerpts from the DVD to the meeting.

All the presenters were thanked by Michael Metcalf for their reports, and the SACREs congratulated on the progress they had made.  Thanks were also expressed to the Westhill Endowment Trust for much valued support, without which the YPFF initiative would not have been possible. 

The 2007 Awards:

Michael Metcalf went on to announce the successful projects for this year.  Nineteen submissions had been received, again all high quality bids, developing concern for interfaith issues at an increasingly young age.  The panel had met on 23.04.07, awarding a total of £20,650 which exceeded the Westhill allowance, but was felt to be necessary in the circumstances.  The possible excess of £650 would come from NASACRE funds.  It was regretted that it had not been possible to support every deserving project but all bidding SACREs would receive a letter very soon. 

The successful SACREs were:

Bedfordshire (£2000: part award); Guernsey (£4000); Hampshire (£3000: part award); Lewisham (£5000); Liverpool (£5000); Portsmouth (£1650: part award)  

Keynote Address: 

Rev Nims Obunge, Pastor of Freedoms Ark Church and CEO of The Peace Alliance;

A United Approach to Difference

Rev Nims Obunge, shared how his church and the network of faiths in Haringey work together to establish ways to communicate with young people and to attempt to guide and support them in making a positive contribution to their societies and building cohesive communities. He emphasised that, in order to dialogue with people of differing faiths and beliefs, it is not necessary to deny one’s own beliefs and values; he said that people need to find and work within shared beliefs, values and principles, acknowledging and recognising areas where no agreement is possible and dealing with each other respectfully and positively. Examples of his work testified to the importance of establishing communication and shared purpose in order to work effectively with young people. He asked what engages young people where religion is concerned.  His message bore out the need face some of the hard topics that were being tackled in the young people’s faith forums and affirmed the value of the projects that we had seen. 

The address was very well received and much appreciated.

The meeting closed at 3.30 pm

Signed as a true record

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Date………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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