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1. The Ofsted RE team currently comprises:
Alan Brine HMI – National Adviser for RE

Dilip Kadodwala HMI – Subject Adviser 

Jacqui Wordsworth HMI – Subject Adviser 
In addition, Susan Gadd HMI and Barbara Wintersgill AI are part of the team of inspectors responsible for subject inspections in RE.

2. Ofsted’s subject evidence is gained from qualitative inspections of a representative sample of schools. The findings contribute to a range of inspection reports including HMCI’s Annual Report. Recently, for example, findings from RE inspections contributed to surveys on primary teachers’ subject knowledge and the initial impact of the Key Stage 3 curriculum review. RE findings also contributed to Ofsted’s submission on the Rose Review  of the Primary curriculum.

3. Long reports on each subject are produced by HMCI once every three years. These focus principally on evidence from the selected sample of schools together with any evidence from Section 5, college or initial teacher training inspections. The reports also draw on evidence derived from Ofsted’s involvement with the wider RE world. Their intention is to provide an overview focusing sharply on what needs to be done to improve provision and raise standards. The current long report on RE Making Sense of Religion was published in June 2007 and is available on the Ofsted website www.ofsted.gov.uk 

4. The next Long Report on RE (draft title: Transforming Religious Education) is due for publication but was delayed once the General Election was announced. All publications go into purdah for the period of the election and the report won’t be out until late May at the earliest.
5. The Report will summarise the main findings of the inspection evidence from 2006-2009 and will draw out a number of key themes related to:

· Enquiry-based learning in RE – in relation to on-going concerns about progression, the process of learning and creativity in RE

· The contribution of RE to community cohesion

· The effectiveness of the current statutory arrangements for RE

Among the main findings there are issues about:

· The access and provision of subject CPD 

· The impact of the revised secondary curriculum on RE provision 

· The quality of learning in the short course GCSE

· The narrow pattern of curriculum delivery of RE in many primary schools

· The variability in the degree to which SACREs are provided with the support they require to carry out their roles effectively

6. In the case of RE and the foundation subjects, inspections involve visits to 30 secondary schools and 30 primary schools each year. Over the three year cycle this provides evidence from 180 schools. In addition, a number of further visits are made to a good practice schools which have been identified.  This provides the best available national evidence base from which to draw broad conclusions about the current issues and priorities within the subject. 
The inspection visits provide Ofsted with opportunities to examine the wider issues impacting on the subject including the quality of locally agreed syllabuses and the support provided with their implementation. The visits provide teachers with opportunities to share their experience and thinking about the subject.

Each visit normally includes: interviews with the headteacher and subject leader, observation of lessons, a review of subject documentation, scrutiny of pupils’ work and meetings with pupils. The outcome of each inspection is a letter summarising the judgements and findings together with a very detailed evidence base which is used in the writing of the long report. A copy of the report letter which is produced for each school is published on the Ofsted website, made available to the next Section 5 inspection team and sent to the relevant LA and SACRE.

7. In each year there is a specific focus for the visits in addition to the wider review of standards and provision. In 2007/8 the foci of the visits was the contribution of RE to community cohesion. The focus for 2008/9 was the use of creative thinking in RE looking at the way pupils are engaged in thinking creatively in the subject and whether schools are involving the subject in any creative thinking about the curriculum. The findings are summarised in the next Long Report.
Currently the focus for RE inspections in secondary and primary schools is on: How well RE is promoting effective learning. This includes questions about: 

· Are pupils’ learning skills being developed in a progressive way in RE?

· Do pupils use a wide range of challenging skills to make sense of their learning in RE? These might include: investigation, questioning, interpretation, evaluation, reflection.

· Are pupils engaged in a clear process of enquiry in RE? How well does this work?

· How do pupils reflect on their learning to consider how their enquiry skills are being developed?

· Are pupils applying and developing their prior learning in RE?

· Do pupils learn actively taking responsibility for planning and reviewing their learning?
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