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As reported in the most recent NASACRE newsletter, preparations are well underway for the national celebration of RE organised by the RE Council of England and Wales which will take place throughout England and Wales next March, and will involve thousands of children, teachers, community and faith leaders. 

This event provides every SACRE with an opportunity to share in and celebrate the unique contribution that religious education can make to the lives and futures of the nation’s youth. It will highlight through media coverage and national activities, the crucial role that multi faith RE plays in promoting understanding and respect between communities. It is intended that the celebration month will help to raise the profile of our subject, and will help improve public awareness of the role of RE. It will highlight its distinctive contribution to society and social cohesion, as well as engaging nationally with faith and community leaders.

Celebrating RE month has been publicised to all English SACREs via a mass mailing of leaflets, a newsletter article and an item on the NASACRE website.  Individual SACREs have had talks or presentations from advisers and these have met with positive responses. A presentation was made and leaflets distributed at the WASACRE meeting on 19th March. More copies of the leaflet can be obtained free of charge from the REC.
Central management and personnel 

The Celebration RE subcommittee meets frequently, chaired by Denise Chaplin.  Four project support officers were appointed to work as consultants for a specified number of days, developing aspects of the celebration month (Sharon Artley, Ruth Turner, Paul Hopkins, Bunmi Otubushin).  Sarah Smalley has provided support for the project on behalf of the RE Council.

Fundraising

The subcommittee has been extremely grateful for a core funding grant of £20,000 from the St Gabriel’s Trust.  Appeals for donations have been sent to all REC member organisations and the subcommittee are grateful for the donations that have been received from a number of faith and belief communities and professional bodies.

A section on the Celebrating RE website on fundraising provides information for regional and local groups and schools who wish to apply for grants to carry out particular local projects, with suggestions for exploring the existence of local charities and trusts.  

The subcommittee has also been offered some extremely welcome donations in kind, inlcuding the use of the Zoroastrian Centre in Harrow (seating 700) for a major event, the use of Conway Hall in Holborn by the BHA similarly for a major event and a substantial number of prizes for competitions, ranging from free visits for a whole class to a Buddhist Centre in London, the Holocaust Centre in Nottingham and St Alban’s Cathedral, to many hundreds of pounds’ worth of books, DVDs, posters and religious artefacts. These have been donated or offered by faith and belief communities, exam boards, publishers, media companies, charities and others, all of whom believe in and want to contribute what they are able to the Celebration. SACREs will want to ensure the schools in their area take advantage of these opportunities and may even wish to develop local competitions.
Main outgoings over the past five months have been the design, production and translation of the leaflet into Welsh, the development of the website (including commissioning of materials) and the employment of the project support officers.  
During the remainder of 2010 the subcommittee hopes to continue to employ the project support officers to extend the promotion of Celebrating RE, work in partnership with local and regional teachers, advisers, faith community members and others to develop the widest possible range of interesting and enjoyable RE activities and to publicise events amongst pupils, parents, colleagues, members of the general public, media professionals and politicians.

Publicity

The publicity leaflet that has been sent to SACREs has been translated and is available in both English and Welsh.  An amplified version of the same material is available as a PowerPoint presentation for anybody to use with their school, teacher or adviser group, SACRE, faith community or other organisation to publicise the Celebration month.  As well as the article in the NASACRE newsletter, articles have also been written for the magazines RE Today and Resource and the NATRE and AREIAC newsletters to raise awareness and generate enthusiasm.  Announcements have also been put on the websites of these organisations. The publicity leaflet has also been distributed to all NATRE local groups. Project Support Officers have attended regional meetings of AREIAC (Association of RE Inspectors, Advisers and Consultants) to publicise the month.  Items on the Celebration have been on the agendas of the Jewish and Baha’i SACRE members’ groups.
The Celebrating RE website is the hub for all Celebrating RE activities and includes a calendar of events (both advance planning and events during the month of March 2011), an interactive map showing regional activity, a wealth of ideas for activities by teachers and their pupils, schools linking with each other, local communities, faith communities and SACREs, involving parents, governors, politicians, the media, arts and creative groups and many others.

The Celebrating RE website is the main means of communicating with teachers; this will be supported by a news feed to those who sign up to the mailing list as well as by the use of social media to engage new subscribers. 
Start to plan now to make sure you take advantage of the Celebration to celebrate the good work of the teachers in your schools and to promote the work of your SACRE. Enjoy the Celebration!
Denise Chaplin

Chair, REC Celebrating RE Subcommittee
2

