Dr Robert Beckford: Introduction
Dr Robert Beckford is an educator, author and award-winning broadcaster. His career in education has taken him from Bournville College in Birmingham where he taught adult literacy in the early 1990s to his current post of Visiting Fellow at Warwick University. 

In between, he was the first ever tutor in Black Theology at Queens College, Birmingham, where he taught trainee priests and ministers for the Anglican, URC and Methodist churches, and then a Research Fellow at the University of Birmingham working with black offenders at Birmingham Prison, moving on to the faculty staff as the first Lecturer in Black Theology in 2001. He also spent two years as the Reader in Black Theology and Popular Culture at Oxford Brookes University. 
A firm believer in teaching for social change, Robert has retained a commitment to teaching outside of traditional contexts. He is the author of five academic texts in the field of religion, culture and politics, and has presented a plethora of documentaries on radio and television.
It was an extension of his organic approach to intellectual matters that led him into broadcasting in 1999, earning him a BAFTA in 2002 for diversity in educational broadcasting.  He is one of the most prolific black documentary presenters in Britain and to date has averaged an impressive two films per year with Channel 4.   These have earned him a ‘controversial’ label which he interprets as, ‘a cultural field that can only locate black men as athletes, entertainers or problematic.’ 

He is unflinching in his criticism of the Church of England, which he describes as inherently racist. God may be colour-blind, but he maintains the church run in his name certainly isn't and he raises a few critical questions about the lack of engagement of black led churches too. 

‘As part of the Caribbean diaspora in Britain, my theological work cannot be removed from the concrete world in which I live. Faith without engagement with the socio-political world is "faith without works."’

He says he was lucky to have been taught by two inspirational teachers who opened his eyes to the world and his role in it:  His "white, middle-class" RE teacher turned him on in a big way to RE and sowed the seeds to think about religion and culture, while it was his maths teacher who introduced him to politics.  I’m sure he’ll draw on both of those passions today.  

Our speaker has been described as outspoken, groundbreaking, innovative, challenging...and his title today: Engaging young people with the big society;  Dr Robert Beckford
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