Dear (Local MP)
I am writing this message to share with you the sense of crisis and doom which is sweeping the world of Religious Education in schools, as the implications of the proposed English Baccalaureate (EBacc) are being realised and acted upon.  I am not given to using melodramatic language, so my words are deliberate.  We could be witnessing the death-knell of RE as a viable and reputable element in the educational experience of English pupils.
 
There is massive anecdotal evidence that secondary head teachers are already looking to slash the time available for RE in Key Stage 4, in order to make space for the new Humanities requirements.  In addition, many are looking to staff the additional Humanities classes by putting pressure on RE specialists to become history teachers etc as well.   If this scenario continues, RE/Religious Studies as an exam subject will rapidly wither and die, RE will become a bottom-of-the-Second-Division subject, centres of excellence will be dismantled, there will be no career progression for RE specialists, and so on.

I understand that Secretary of State Michael Gove has stated his belief that there was no need to include RE within the Humanities for the EBacc, as RE's existing statutory status was adequate to protect it.  This optimistic view will not be found among RE specialists and stakeholders.  On the contrary, the general expectation is that the EBacc, as currently framed, will bring about the demise of effective, high quality RE in secondary schools.  This is not the EBacc's purpose, of course.  It will rather be an unintended, unforeseen and catastrophic consequence of policy decisions made on entirely other grounds There is already evidence that this is in fact what is happening in (LA) and across the country as headteachers plan for September 2011 with the E-bacc in mind. 

May I ask if possible that you brief yourself about these issues, and explore whether some compensatory guidance could be added to the EBacc proposal which will ensure that RE continues to flourish and to contribute significantly to the education of our future citizens in this vital area of human experience.

Yours sincerely

Chair (LA) SACRE
