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In response to concerns raised by the RE community about the timing of the publication of the new RE Guidance and primary programme of learning, I felt I should set out why these have not been published within the same timescale as the new Primary National Curriculum.
First, I would like to reassure RE colleagues that it is not our intention to delay unnecessarily publication of either the updated guidance, or the newly developed primary programme of learning for RE.  Our main concern is that what is produced is clear, helpful and gives full and proper consideration to the comments and views which emerged from the consultation.  

We do, however, agree that it is important that RE is presented as a part of the whole curriculum that is delivered by schools and experienced by pupils, and that is why the written statement made by the Secretary of State to the House clearly sets out the importance of RE and its place in the curriculum. 
The Primary National Curriculum has to follow a legislative process and the publication of the primary national curriculum areas of learning on 19 November was intended to coincide with the Children, Schools and Families Bill which was introduced at the same time  RE does not fall within the legislative process to change the national curriculum because it has its own legal provision which remains unchanged.  
Many of you have indicated your concern that RE will not be seen by schools as part of the whole curriculum, if it is not presented alongside the national curriculum. RE remains part of the statutory basic curriculum and we will try to make this clearer in information presented about the changes to the national curriculum.
Schools are obliged to follow the statutory locally agreed syllabus and the updated guidance on RE and the illustrative programme of learning will be published together in the New Year, as a coherent package to support LAs and schools to plan and deliver a coherent curriculum.
We will emphasise the statutory status of RE in all communications about the curriculum and ensure that its integral part in the curriculum is fully captured in the curriculum design guidance and materials that the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency will produce in the new year to support primary schools. 
Let me reassure you that RE will be very much a part of QCDA’s launch of the new primary curriculum website, curriculum design guidance and support for schools, which is also scheduled for the New Year.  This schools-facing support will include the RE programme of learning and guidance for schools on designing their whole curriculum, including the interface with RE.
 
In conclusion, we agree with the RE community that children and young people are entitled to receive high quality RE and it is for this reason that the Government has committed £1m to the development of the RE Action Plan.  We will continue to work closely with the RE community and count on its support as we head towards the final phases of completing the RE Action Plan.
I am also copying this letter to members of the REAP Steering Group. 

Yours sincerely
ALAN CLARKE

Deputy Director
Curriculum Unit

