SACRE NEWS ! SUMMER 2010

SACRE ‘NEWS:,

\\kl\}\
LT

Lsue 28

FROM THE CHAIR ...

Welcome to the summer issue of
the NASACRE newsletter!

It was very good to see so many
of you at our AGM in the
inspiring surroundings of the
BMA, and to have been
inspired and/or challenged
by our key-note speaker,
Clare Short. All the reports are on
our website and | would encourage those of
you who were not able to attend to read these at
your convenience. They cover a number of the

issues facing RE and SACREs and the work that

the Executive has been doing over the last year.

| have recently been leading NQT training and
one of the key questions we explored was OWhat
do we want pupils to gain from their experience
of RE?0 Responses included the following:

Respect for others and self

A spiritual understanding
Enjoyment

Acceptance of othersO and their own
beliefs

Skills

Knowledge and awareness of
religions

Choice

Values

Develop questioning

Think about issues and express
themselves effectively

Links to life

Importance of religion to people
Open to differences
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| found this list quite inspiring and up-lifting. |
cannot see what anyone can object to in this list
and indeed most people would want our
children and young people to gain this from
their experience of school. Maybe we could and
should add Oand beliefO to the use of the word
religion, but other than that, these NQTs had a
pretty good notion of what pupils can gain from
RE. Could this be achieved purely through
history, or English B or even philosophy and
rational thought? | am inclined to say, OnoO,
because it encompasses spiritual responses to
ultimate questions that have taken shape in long-
standing traditions and rituals whilst at the same
time having relevance to modern living and
expression in non-religious frameworks.

| then compared this to other trainings in schools
and with more experienced teachers where | did
exactly the same exercise and b well, it was very
similar indeed. Nowhere, not once, not even in

a veiled and subtle way, did anyone suggest that
RE is there to indoctrinate pupils, to tell them
what to think, to promulgate a religious
viewpoint, or to force a particular religion on
people. Nowhere in my experience of teaching
and supporting RE have | encountered this
practice, although occasionally non-religious
views have been under-developed. | am sure
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that some people have experienced
indoctrination in non-denominational state
schools and | think that this is totally
inappropriate. We would nearly all agree that
this is so, and it will be relatively rare in
comparison with more open and balanced RE

So | am somewhat surprised at the irrational
vitriol displayed in the ORichard Dawkins web
siteO responses to the OFSTED report, including
a response from Dr Dawkins himself. Actually, |
am disappointed and saddened. For people who
rightly demand that we use reason to enable us
to make sense of life, | am fRabbergasted, yeah
even, if you will excuse the colloquialism,
OgobsmackedO at the absence of reason,
tolerance, empathy and understanding shown by
most (with the occasional and notable
exception) of those rationalists. If we apply the
standards of reasoning and argument, respect
and understanding displayed on those virtual
pages to the education of our children and
young people, what would be the outcome?

This contrasts sharply with many from the British
Humanist Association who wish to work with
SACREs to promote quality RE in the classroom.
It is up to individual SACRES to explore how
they can and will engage with the BHA, but if

we are to take RE in a secular school context
seriously, we have to work proactively to include
pupils with no religious faith, or for whom
guestions of meaning, purpose and value have
not been part of their background. Not all
atheists/agnostics are Humanists, but Humanism
provides insights into what it means to be a
person that will help to engage a wide range of
our children and young people.

As we know, RE is in a unique position. Local
determination is a privilege and, as is often the
case with privileges, we bear a responsibility to
use it well. So we do need to look closely at our
practice in the development of RE, through both
the quality of the Agreed Syllabuses, and the
support available to schools to enable them to
provide good quality RE. The OFSTED report is
very helpful with good illustrations of what
works well and useful critique of what can be
done to improve this. The NASACRE Executive in
discussing the report, felt that there is much to
be commended and we hope that Local
Authorities will Pnd it useful to help them target

support to local SACREs so that good and
important learning can take place. Where we
feel that there is an omission, is in relation to the
responsibility of school leaders to understand RE
and prioritise it so that their pupils develop the
ability to refRect on visions of humanity and how
we can express these. (Just as a quick point of
reference, we now have a website devoted to
Obeautifulpeople.comO and so visions of
humanity that get beneath the surface of faultless
skin are desperately important B because they
are all worth it.)

| think we also have to recognise that there are
some people from all faiths who hold an equally
mistaken view of the purpose, nature and
practice of RE, and that many of the experiences
behind the views expressed on the Dawkins
website could be as a direct result of religious
intolerance in the RE classroom over the years.
So as SACREs, we need to take on board the
critique from OTransforming REO, we need to
work in partnership with genuine allies of
quality RE, and we need to do everything we
can to make local provision work for the benebt
of our children, young people and communities
now and in the future.

The celebration of good RE next March will
enable us to educate people of all faiths and
beliefs in what good RE is really like and about.
It is an opportunity at a local and national level
to inBuence peopleOs views and engage in
reasoned and sensitive debate about one of the
most important things we can pass on to future
generations B a sense of meaning, purpose,
values, belonging and identity and the ability to
explore these using reason and empathy; to
develop a conceptual framework that will help
them make sense of their life.

| wish you all well for the summer and hope you
have the opportunity for rest, relaxation and
refreshment. | do want to emphasise that these
pieces are my views and in no way necessarily
represent the views of members of the executive.
| do try to say things that will stimulate thought
and discussion and if you have any comments,
please feel free to get in touch.

Best wishes,

/4
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Bromley Sixth Form Conference

The conference

In the last newsletter we reported on the background to the Bromley Sixth Form Conference.
In this edition Penny Smith-Orr RE Consultant Bromley SACRE reports on the conference
itself:

At the last moment two of the organising
group of three teachers were unable to get
out of school; however they were able to

send students with another teacher. The third
teacher was able to attend and presented the
island session and feedback during the
morning, while the adviser and the Chair of
SACRE presented the afternoon sessions. In
attendance, in addition to the participating
students, were 9 accompanying teachers, the
adviser, the diocesan adviser, the chair of
SACRE and Tristram Jenkins from NASACRE.
In the afternoon several members of the
Bromley SACRE also attended and joined in —7'
the discussions on what a SACRE does and

helped with the pupil activity on the sort of issues that arise in SACRE.

The following shows the bnalised agenda for the conference which was entitled OKnowingO®
with the idea that knowing helps you to make a difference. The Prst bIm session involved clips
from 10 bIlms showing various futures, some more sci-b than others, and really engaged the
studentOs interest.

Agenda
Aims:;

¥ To understand the importance of decision making and forward planning in order to
ensure a cohesive society in the future.
¥ To start a youth SACRE in Bromley

9:30 Registration and Starter Activity

10:00 Introductions
Short bIm OAct Now, Change the FutureQ
Discussion of ideas presented and reasons why planning for a cohesive society is
important.

10:30 Pupils, in mixed groups, design way of life on an island starting with the moral code
needed to live together in a cohesive society. Throughout the task pupils will be
guided with scenarios helping them to consider religious, ethical and political issues.
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12:00 Feedback from groups on decision making process, problems incurred and decisions
made.

12:30 Lunch break. (work will be displayed during lunch for use later on)

13.15 The importance of an overview and coherent policymaking.
Statistics of Bromley Borough- i.e. faith groups, languages, age, demographics,
wealth etc
What is SACRE?
An invitation to join a new Youth SACRE for Bromley and how it would work

13:35 Pupils Activity.
Questions that SACRE has had to consider, what would you do?
e.g. How do you decide which religions to teach? Can my child wear a religious
symbols?, should RE be taught in schools?
How do you distinguish between magic and miracles?

14:05 Another short PIm; OWhat could you change?0
Thinking and planning for the future, Pupils write an advice slip for their future self

14:20 Round up of the day and Evaluations

The day

The mixing of the students worked reasonably well and the feed back session on the work of
how to devise rules for living was very lively and thought provoking. The different groups had
come up with various ways to organise and to deal with the different scenarios. The questions
were shown on a power point presentation with tabled information covering key religious
beliefs, mainly provided by the faith representatives on the SACRE committee concerning each
predicament. The students were told to make sure they read the faith information and listened
to every group memberQOs point of view before deciding on a solution.

The pupils used the faith information and their own ideas to come to the conclusions
(Appendix 1) many of which were opposite views to another group. The feed back session was
very lively with most of the students presenting the group ideas. Students were not afraid to
give their opinions and to debate any challenge that occurred.

After lunch the islands were put together and the statistics of living and working in Bromley
were presented. Students were encouraged to think of development on a larger scale and
given statistics on population, life expectancy, employment and numbers of people in Bromley
from each religious group and none.

Martin Sweet then presented a session on what happens in a SACRE meeting and the students
were invited to join the youth SACRE. They were then given a sheet with various questions of
the type that SACRE has to deal with.

The answers to these were interesting and showed a lot of common sense. Some of these ideas
will probably form the basis of discussions at the brst meeting.

After this session the students were shown another PIm Owhat could you change?O and then
given the bnal which was to write a note to their future self.

OWhat should you remember, what needs to change, what needs to happen?0
These were bxed up on the map for all to see and are written below;

PAGE 4



SACRE NEWS ! SUMMER 2010

DonOt be afraid to speak your mind
| hope you are doing something worthwhile with your life, donOt forget the environment
Religions should be in harmony, people should be able to Ry,
| should remember how great | am
| want to make there be world peace
Regardless of religion and race, Qall men are created equal®
Stay cool; live every day as your last
Recycle!Work hard and donOt give up
Decrease the number of people being killed by knife and gun crime. Decrease the level of
pollution
Knowledge is everything. Change; we need to become more cohesive; we need start listening
and give each other respect
Reduce pollution; donOt take anything for granted
Appreciate everyone and everything
Recycle everything
Football will become a proper religion
In the future there will be no religion. Religion causes confict! Without religion there would
be less war and hopefully there will be Bying cars
Woo0 paganism
| should remember where | was that day and how | survived. Something bad needs to happer
to change everything
The future is what we make it but we wonOt be there to suffer the consequences. Change-
think of the next generation more!
End third world debt
Live each day as if it was your last
Look forward try not to look back. Be positive not negative
Remember itOs ok to be happy and sad but try to stay positive. DonOt be afraid to trust peop
ThatOs all you need to know.
Note to self; donOt trust technology, it hates you!
Note to self; donOt put too much trust in too many people. The way developing countries are
treated. Better communication
DonOt take things for granted
Live for today, not tomorrow
Not to show off to other people and focus on yourself. Be more focused on your future.
DonOt be selbsh
To future, remember to live everyday as it comes. The way we treat the planet needs to
change; we need to make this happen by understanding.
DonOt look back always look forward
Stop using a car so much; walk to places
People need to; learn to believe, care and communicate give and take. Believe in you, others
everything, no matter how ludicrous it may seem
Find melody and tell her she is amazing and make the world hear her.
Reach out in peace to people of other countries. Press for green political manifesto and vote
for their candidates. Be constant in prayer.
Live your life to the full.
Note to self; work hard to gain what you want in life. Be less reliant on technology.
Sustainable society; with less crime and conf3ict.
End poverty
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The students were then asked to evaluate the day and indicate whether they would like to join
the youth SACRE, twenty bve of the students said yes they would, Some of the students were
going to go back to school and share the day with others and see if they would also like to
join.

The results of the evaluations are in Appendix 3 [see the websitewww.nasacre.org.ul

Conclusion

The day took a lot of the RE consultants allocated time to organise and the cost was such that
this could not be run again unless funding was sought from outside again in future. However
if the day was to be repeated in a couple of years to encourage more students to join the
youth SACRE it should be easier as the materials are all made. Thanks to Fiona Hawkes, Jed
Stone and Alex Green from SACRE who gave their time so willingly. Working with the
teachers on the SACRE committee was good and it was a shame that two of them could not
get to the conference in the end and see the fruits of their work. The teachers who did come
were very involved and worked well together and with the students to help make the day a
success.

The students seemed to be appreciative of the day and were keen to articulate their opinions.
Five students who did not have a teacher with them left at lunchtime.

It will be interesting to see whether the students do come to the Prst meeting of the Youth
SACRE and whether the main committee will be able to assimilate their views in the future.
Looking at the evaluations it seems that the most enjoyable bit of the day was the lunch! The
PIms were also highly rated although some students said they were scared by the possible
futures they were shown. The Bromley statistics and the SACRE questions and answers had a
mixed response but most students understood that they were there for the purpose of bnding
out about SACRE. Designing the island lifestyle was the most popular activity and comments
showed that the students enjoyed interacting with new people as much as making the rules
up. From the evaluations it seems as though we had a good mix of activities and that there
was nothing so unpopular that we would remove it.

To Pnish, a quote from one of the evaluations sums up the spirit of the day;

Ohad a really interesting day, met loads of fantastic new people and opened my mind to new
ideas!O

Thank-you

Thanks to NASACRE/Westhill Trust for the funding and to Tristram Jenkins for his input. Thanks
also to the teachers, other adults and SACRE members who accompanied the students and
worked with them. Thanks to the staff at the EDC for their help and patience and to the
catering staff for providing the lunch which got the most 50s in the evaluations. Thanks also to
Ted Smith-Orr who made the islands and worked out how they would bt together and to
Richard Rodgers who produced the two PIms, without which the day would not have been as
stimulating.

THE FULL TEXT INCLUDING APPENDICES CAN BE FOUND ON THE NASACRE website

Penny Smith-Orr
RE Consultant Bromley SACRE

PAGE 6


http://www.nasacre.org.uk
http://www.nasacre.org.uk

SACRE NEWS ! SUMMER 2010

Humanists on SACRE

The BHA has written to all CEOs in Local Authorities asking that they
consider Humanist representation on SACRE. The law still stands as it .
was before and as such there is no legal foundation for a Humanist
representative on Group A. Co-option is the solution within the legal
framework and the only practical difference this makes is in the voting.
Considering that each committee only has one vote, this is not in
essence a major handicap, as co-opted members contribute fully to all
discussions and consultation on any decisions. The issue really is one of equity and it is not
difbcult to see the Humanists' objections here - and indeed for many SACRESs to sympathise
with that as well. It is for this reason that some SACRES, despite the legal position, have
decided to have full representation on Group A (as opposed to Groups C or D, where there is
no issue, but the representation is of a different nature).

Our advice is and has to remain!within the legal framework. Our purpose is to support

SACREs in providing quality RE and CW. It is for individual SACRESs to make the bnal decision,
and we would expect complete!agreement if that means going outside statute. It is good
practice for all potential members and co-optees on a SACRE, to have an agreed vision and set
of principles, so that everyone is clear about the nature and purpose of SACRE.

Notes from Clare ShortOs presentation to the AGM

Impressions on a stimulating talk form a key political Pgure from executive member Debbie
Tibbey

| must admit to being really excited about hearing Clare
Short speak ever since Julie brst suggested her to the
executive as a possible guest for the AGM. | had admired
her straight-talking and the way she was not afraid to speak
up against politics she did not agree with. When | brst
volunteered to write a report for the NASACRE newsletter,
however, little did | realise that ClareOs talk would be so
engaging that 10d fail to write proper notes, and have to
decipher my own shorthandE It all made perfect sense at
the time, but apologies if any of the following has been
missed or misconstrued.

Clare Short has been in politics for some 27 years as MP for Ladywood in Birmingham. At the
time of this AGM, the bnal wranglings over the new Government were still going on, though
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Clare was standing down as an independent Labour MP. She told us that it was regarded by
the Chinese as a curse to meet in Qinteresting timesO, though she was happy to meet us, and
felt hopeful that with new government would come change for the better. Government in the

last few years had, she said, become ruled by announcements and the need to be visible.

With 24 hour news access, and the demand for constant information, the Press Ofpcer had
become the 29 most important person in Government, and the pressure to be giving

newsbytes and statements was immense. Things were rushed through, she felt, just to keep the
media hunger fed.

After telling a little of her own upbringing, with a lovely story of playing hockey D Irish
Catholic girls v English Catholic girls, a vicious affair! - Clare turned her focus to faith.

She was very positive about the work of SACRESs, where people of different backgrounds and
traditions come together in an atmosphere of respect to make decisions for the wider
community:

(No matter how brilliant one person is, they can never think of
everythingOshe said.

The work of RE Teachers and those guiding RE has, over the past
few decades, shifted Britain away from the ignorance and fear of
the past B we are a multi-cultural and multi-faith society - and the
work is no less important now. In resisting prejudice and
discrimination, we are Obigger peopleQ if we see ourselves as part of
the bigger picture.

Clare went on to talk about her days in the Overseas Development ofpce, how she saw that
we are a richer country than ever before, but as a nation are also more dissatisbed and
frustrated than ever beforeOPeople are yearning for something bPner than hedonisnste said,
and asserted that the RE community is vital. National Oleague tablesO of teenage pregnancies
and violent crimes show Britain as very high up, with the USA at the top. ThereOs a real
danger, with the global challenges of environmental catastrophes, water shortage and the
displacement of huge numbers of people that there will be a growth in extreme politics.
Fanaticism and fundamentalism B in many faiths b spread as the identities of religion are used
as issues of conRict. We canOt pretend that religion is always pretty and
kind, but we do need to be open and talk to each other.

OWe have the capacity to create a new world order, where
fundamental equality is applicable to all.O OThis isnOt just altruissh®
went on, OItOs self-interest. If we ignore the problems they will come
back to bite us.O

At the end of her speech, Clare took questions:

When asked how we can promote altruism, ClareOs answer was to honour talent in
development and engineering, to develop new technologies which tackle the need for fuel
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and water. This went back also to the Oself interestO aspect, that by helping others to develop
we save ourselves from major conf3icts ahead.

One audience member commented that there is a temptation to respect each other so much
that we are afraid of talking about difpculties, and asked for her views on how different
communities can communicate.

OWe can either blame and hate, or be generous and look for solutionsy@s her reply.

The bnal question wasOWhat was your biggest frustration as a member of the Government?0
and it took a while for her to gather her thoughts. Iraq, she said, was her biggest frustration,
we could have lifted sanctions, taken Sadam Hussein to an international war crimes tribunal,
found other ways to deal with the country, but when the OWar on TerrorO was declared, the
chance was lost.OWe blew itQwas her bnal statement, as she took her seat with tears in her
eyes. This was obviously still very raw for her.

| really enjoyed listening to Clare Short, and judging by the applause, so did the audience.
What came over most profoundly, | felt, was her integrity and honesty and a real love for
humanity. She also believes that we can all make a difference. It was sad that she rushed off at
the end- it would have been nice to have a cuppa and a chat- but business of the AGM had to
carry on. It was an honour though, to have heard her speak.

Debbie Tibbey

Reviews

TURBANOLOGY: After 7/7
Jay Singh-Sohal
http://www.sikharts.com/ff2009 turbanology.html

This DVD produced in 2009 comprises four short documentary style programmes each written
and presented by Jay Singh-Sohal. The DVD is intended to provide information for the Sikh
community on specibc legal matters and to give information to the wider community on the
background of the turban and so help demystify Sikhism.

The three main programmes explore the signibPcance and symbolism of the turban in Islam,
Sikh identity and Christendom respectively and in doing so draw on the experience and views
of contemporary young people as well as on those of long standing community leaders and
activists. The fourth programme examines the background to the celebrated case of
Gurminder Singh Mandla which led to the House of Lord ruling in 1983 that Sikhs could be
considered as an ethnic group within the terms of the Race Relations Act.

Although the four programmes have distinctive emphases there are naturally aspects of the
content of one programme which are shared with at least another.
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The discussion of the Mandla case enables that programme to tackle face on difPcult issues
such as the exemptions on Sikhs wearing crash helmets or hard hats. Airport security and
searches and the legal implications for British Sikhs travelling say in France are also touched
upon and there is discussion of the fact that although some militants wear turbans, people
wear turbans for various reasons and Sikhs wear turbans to identify themselves.

The programme dealing with Islam explores why the turban is now associated with terrorism

in the consciousness of many people and draws on the research of Dr Christian Unklebach
which suggests a tendency in the research subjects to react aggressively to people perceived as
dangerous with the turban associated with danger and threat. Links are made with the

images of the Taliban as turban wearing and contrasted with the Pndings from history that
Mohammad wore a turban and the turban was seen as a sign of enlightenment.

In Christendom, the turban is shown as being associated with the east and wisdom and the
programme suggests, perhaps less convincingly, that the turban played a role in the Islamic
advances in mathematics, science, astronomy, medicine and philosophy which eventually
fuelled the renaissance in the west ascribing a particular emblematic value to the turban.

The programme on the turban and Sikh identity is the most powerful, drawing as it does on
the experiences of young people of today including the testimony of a hip-hop street style pop

group who formed themselves to combat the preconceptions that arose post 9/11 and 7/7. As
Sander, one of their members put it, they were,

Otaking responsibility to inform people of who Sikhs are and what they stand forO.

The challenge of turban wearing is explored in terms of the courage needed to stand up to
people and there is an interesting discussion of turbans and women.

All'in all, the DVD is a commendable community based resource which would be a valuable
resource in training and education programmes as well as a stimulus for discussions in a
variety of community and interfaith settings.
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UNDERSTANDING SIKHISM
Satwant Kaur Rait with Inderjit Bhogal
Published Plug and Tap (2010)

ISBN: 978-0-9562120-4-7

Understanding Sikhismsets out to be a reader friendly book that presents the central concepts
and precepts of Sikhism in a clear and concise manner and to avoid complicated vocabulary.

It is an ambitious aim and one which would be a daunting challenge for anyone writing about
most religions of the world. Theological, linguistic and cultural dimensions are often difbcult
to explain clearly or ref3ect accurately without using specialised language and this factor
frequently contributes to complication. The challenge is magnibed because the topic covered
is, as the book informs us, the pbfth largest religion globally.

The intended readers are young Sikhs in the Diaspora (many of whom are living thousands of
miles away from the Punjab where the faith originated) and people operating in multifaith
contexts or interested in interfaith dialogue. The book therefore has the potential to be a
valuable resource for religious education providers.

Understanding Sikhismcertainly presents key concepts in a clear and systematic way and as
such is a good resource and reference book. Each of the nine core chapters deals with a
specibc aspect of Sikhism and is free standing to the extent that content of earlier and
succeeding chapters and sections is repeated where necessary.

The overlap of ideas therefore makes the text a little repetitious, a problem which it is difbPcult
for a work of this nature to overcome. The text therefore works best if approached as
reference material rather than with expectations of a particular kind of narrative.

The summary sections at the end of each chapter are succinct and clear and the tenth chapter
provides a useful overarching summary of the book as a whole.

A theme helpfully addressed throughout the book is the need wherever possible to distinguish
between Punjabi culture and Sikhism and its discussion of issues of gender equality, weddings
and cultural dress, for example, illustrate this well.

The goal of avoiding complicated language is achieved. However, this success is marred by
the too frequent occurrence of unusual syntactic constructions which had they been ironed
out during editing would have greatly assisted the book in achieving its desired level of clarity.

Transliterations of Punjabi words were helpful when given but this was not done consistently.
For example, some of the longer quotations given in Punjabi only (using the Gurumukhi
alphabet) would have benebted from having accompanying transliterations.
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The interfaith dimension is addressed most prominently in chapter nine entitled ORoots and
RoutesO an Interfaith Dialogue. Though interesting in itself, this contribution by Inderjit Bho
gal is curious and seems oddly out of place. The chapter focuses more on Christianity than on
interfaith dialogue, although it makes the point well that there is need for such a dialogue. In
terms of a dialogue between Sikhism and Christianity the chapter promises more than it deliv
ers. That said, the inclusion of this chapter certainly points the way to another book which
could contain extensive examples of interfaith dialogue perhaps drawing on the experience of
other people of Sikh background who like Inderjit Bhogal have converted to another faith and
equally, people of other faiths who have converted to Sikhism.

Understanding Sikhismis not a perfect book, but we do not live in perfect world. It has how
ever, tackled a great challenge in an economic and systematic way and learners will Pnd it
useful and a great help as they take their brst steps on the journey to learning more about this
faith.

both reviews by BruceGill

Celebrating RE in fairtrade fortnight

| write as clerk of the Telford & Wrekin Standing Advisory Council
on Religious Education (SACRE). Also, in a voluntary capacity, | am —
co chair of the Shropshire Fairtrade Coalition, which covers the ' f‘-‘
county of Shropshire, and includes within it the borough of Telford

& Wrekin, administered by Telford & Wrekin Council, and the rest .
of Shropshire, administered by Shropshire Council. We are pleased

to have the support of these two councils in promoting the cause of
Fairtrade, and we have been a Fairtrade County since 2007. FAIRTRADE

| recently attended the AGM of the National Association of SACREs

(NASACRE) in London where we received a report on Celebrating REitp://
www.celebratingre.org from Denise Chaplin, NASACRE executive member and former chair.
In what | think was one of my rare moments of inspiration it struck me that Celebrating RE, in
the month of March 2011 would coincide, in part, with Fairtrade Fortnight, the annual
national celebration of Fairtrade, running from 28 February to 13 March 2011. As a Fairtrade
advocate for many years | know how much Fairtrade ties in with RE, and the concepts of
justice and fairness, as well as positively helping to lift people out of poverty in the developing
world. | know that RE teachers can and do use Fairtrade as part of their RE programnike
Fairtrade Foundationhttp://www.fairtrade.org.uk is the independent non-probt organisation
that licenses use of the FAIRTRADE Mark, the famous Fairtrade logo, on products in the UK in
accordance with internationally agreed Fairtrade standards.! The Foundation was established
in 1992 by CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Traidcraft and the World Development Movement ,
later joined by the National Federation of WomenOs InstitutesThe Fairtrade Foundation also
runs the very successful Fairtrade Schools programme, which also ties in with RE, and with
many other areas of the curriculum. Locally, we seek to encourage schools to go down the
Fairtrade Schools path.
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| think that Fairtrade Fortnight ties in very well indeed with Celebrating RE, and | can foresee
lots of opportunities for children to develop work on Fairtrade in their RE lessons, and take

that out to parents and! the community through Fairtrade events, serving Fairtrade
refreshments. | mentioned this to a number of NASACRE executive members at the AGM, and
they were supportive, and suggested | wrote an article for the next SACRE NEWS. Before | did
so, | thought that | should check it out with the Fairtrade Foundation, and | contacted Harriet
Lamb, Executive Director of the Fairtrade Foundation. | am delighted to say that | also received
a most positive response from herOlt sounds a great idea to tie-in the two events D as you say
many schools and many faith groups are involved in FairtradeO

So, can | commend this happy conjunction of Celebrating RE 2011 and Fairtrade Fortnight
2011 to all of you involved with the delivery of RE, and to all of you wanting the promote the
good work and name of Fairtrade? What about SACRES having both events on their agenda? |
am entirely happy, having had my rare good idea, for others to run with it, publicise it,
facilitate it etc, and | wish both events every success.
Ken Pattison
Clerk to Telford & Wrekin SACRE, Co chair Shropshire Fairtrade Foundation

Dudley SACRE - interfaith writing competition

DudleyOs SACRE had thought for a while about how it might encourage the quality of writing
in RE, toying with the idea of having a writing competition. Then along came the
announcement of an Interfaith Week

in November 2009. Here was an ,

opportunity. DudleyOs SACRE w dbin
working with the Dudley Borough ~ «s g b et
Interfaith Network (DBIN) invited all ~ *

the schools in the Borough to submit ™

entries for the competition. Entrants

had to be on roll in a Dudley school

on the 3 Sept 2009 and could be

entered in either the 11 or under, or

the 12 and over category. The RRyer

that went out specibed no bxed

length for entries but as a rough — ‘
guide schools were told the work

should be somewhere between 300 to 500 words. We made it clear we were looking for
quality, not quantity. All entries were to be on the theme of, OLiving together in a diverse
communityO. The RByer suggested some key questions entrants might bPnd it helpful to think
about, for example:

Faith communities, acting togs ther

In a world of different faiths how do we live in peace together?
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We have more in common which keeps us together than differences which keep us
apart. Is this true?

What can religions do to help build a society in which people respect each other?

The Ryer made it clear that we were looking for entries which showed thought, awareness,
sensitivity, informed knowledge, independence and perhaps originality. We wanted the
writing to rel3ect the challenges and real concerns young people may have. We were not
looking for just warm words.

With funds provided by the Dudley Borough Interfaith Network we promised a £20 gift token
which could be spent in a popular out of town shopping centre for the winner of the 11 and
under category with another £20 gift token for the winner of the 12 and over category.

Second and third place runners in each category would be awarded a £15 and a £10 gift
token respectively. Entries had to be submitted over the next two months with a Pnishing date
of the10 December 2009.

Over the next two months seventy-seven pieces of work were submitted. There were forty-
two entries in the 11 and under category and thirty-Pve in the 12 and over category. All of the
entries had value. The local RE adviser narrowed the entries down to the bPve best pieces of
work in the two categories. To decide on the winners the pve best 11 and under entries were
sent to bve judges and the bve best 12 and over entries were sent to another group of bve
judges. All of the judges were members SACRE and the Dudley Borough Interfaith Network.
The task of deciding on the winners was not easy or when it came to the bPnal decision
unanimous. All of the judges remarked on how difPcult they found the task but also how
rewarding it was to read the essays. The entries were not Rowered with purple prose, they
were not cleverly academic. The best of them were deeply sincere, genuinely respectful,
passionately concerned and always honest. Often they wrote in plain speech simple truths
like Paige (aged 12).

OPrejudice can evoke strong emotions P it can cause pain and even death, i.e. some
pupilOs views on Muslims are that they are all of a violent nature and will follow their
religion even if they think it instructs them to kill. We know that not all people of one
religion think and do the same. Therefore we should not Otar them with the same
brushO. We should try to understand others religions and what it means to them.O

Frequently we found that age was no barrier to wisdom like Chloe (aged 9) who wrote:

OWe all go through tough times in life but itOs important to remember, you canOt always
get your own way. Sometimes say if you have to have meetings with someone it
doesnOt always go according to plan. Sometimes if a new person comes to your

school and they have moved all the way from another country. This person might be

a different colour to you. They obviously donOt know the school rules. So be fair and
help them.O
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Some of the entrants had a deep and strong personal faith but they were not interested in
glossing over differences. They had eyes wide open. They knew well that there were
differences but they were happy to embrace difference, like Ciara (aged 11).

OOthers may argue that we were here brst but | say different. | say that that thought is
preventing us from moving on and evolving. Why should we live in darkness B in

fear of the light? If you walked out into the streets of Halesowen today you will
debnitely bnd a devoted follower of each faith. Wake up and bnally realise that our
world is a beautiful mixture of colours and faiths.O

A few were alive to the idea that difference didnOt weaken us but in fact enriched us as a
community as Callum (aged 10) wrote:

OlIf only English people were allowed in England, a lot of our friends wouldnOt be here.
We would not have Italian, Spanish, Indian, Chinese and Mexican friends either. We
wouldnOt have some types of beers, wine or Champagne. We wouldnOt have fanta or
coke either.O

A few also showed a subtlety of thought suggesting that we have to be wary of always
claiming a single truth as when it comes to belief and faith there may be multiple truths in
different forms, wearing different faces as Megan (aged 13) hinted:

OTo solve our problems we need to accept other peopleOs views and belief, we may
think we know best but that does not mean others are wrong, just looking at it from
different views.O

No doubt there are ways in which we could have improved on what we did. We were short
of boys in the Pnal best ten. We will need to think about what we can do to encourage more
boys to participate. But generally we counted the project as a success for SACRE and the
Dudley Borough Interfaith Network cooperating together. Certainly as they left the stage
clutching their certibcates, waving their gift tokens and with the thunderous applause of the
rest of the school ringing in their ears, many a young person counted it as a success as well.

Dilwyn Hunt

¥4 dbi b
6 n Faith communities, acting together

dudley barowgh witerfaith network
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SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY ...

August September

Ist Pagan Lammas 1st Sikh Installation of Scripture
5th Hindu Raksha Bandhan 2nd Hindu Janamashtami

6th Christian  Transbguration 5th Jain Paryusan begins

9th Zoroastrian Farvardigan 5th Muslim Lallut-ul-Qadr

12th  Muslim Start of Ramadan 9th Jewish Rosh Hashanah

16th  Christian ~ Assumption of Mary 18th Jewish Yom Kippur

19th  Zoroastrian No Ruz 23rd Jewish Sukkot begins

24th  Zoroastrian Khordad Sal 23rd Hindu Ganesh Chaturhi

ON THE WEBSITE ...

Do keep an eye on the website where you will bnd: Contributors

News updates .

Information about NASACRE %%

News about events "

News on projects E

The Newsletter Archive —— =
.

BILL MOORE
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PENNY SMITH!ORR
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DEBBIE TIBBEY
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BRUCE GILL

The FAQ archive

Agenda items for your next
SACRE meetings

A membership list
Exemplar documentation

©

KEN PATTISON

DILWYN HUNT

©

©

Please also check your details and if necessary update the membership section and add to the
exemplar documentation. Contact us atveb@nasacre.org.uk

SACRE News: the newsletter of the National Association of SACREs, published termly. The opinions expressed in
articles are those of their authors and not necessarily of the NASACRE Executive. For details see the website. Copies of
this e-newsletter may be distributed to SACRE members but content may not be altered or adapted unless specifically
stated.

This Summer issue is edited by Geoff Teeceand Paul Hopkins. Newsletter design by MMI web - www.mmiweb.org.uk
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