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Dear Secretary of State,

I am writing to you as Chair of the National Association of SACREs (Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education) and would like to take this opportunity to express our enthusiasm to work with you to engage schools in their local communities and vice-versa. There is a lot that good RE can contribute to your priorities, not least in terms of the Big Society and Behaviour and discipline. RE helps children and young people explore how we behave and live our lives and the responsibilities we have to each other and our communities.

A pressing question that I have been asked to raise on behalf of SACREs is to whom should they submit their annual report. In the past, this has been by law the QCDA, or one of its earlier incarnations. As the QCDA will shortly cease to exist, this leaves the SACREs of this country with a small problem! It would be very helpful if your officials would look into this matter with some urgency and I would be more than happy to discuss possible ways forward with them.

I am sure you are aware of the role that SACREs play in local communities, bringing together as they do representatives from faith communities, teachers and local politicians.  A SACRE is a unique body, which, when adequately supported, enables the needs and views of schools, the local faith communities and above all the children and young people, to be met. This means that all those involved in the education of the young people have a contribution to make to the Religious Education that is provided in local schools.

Religious Education is a vital area of knowledge and understanding for people growing and living in our modern, diverse and sometimes fragmented, society. It is important that the pupils in our schools learn in some depth about the strong Christian roots of British culture, and also about the diverse faiths and beliefs that guide British people through life today and into the future. To ignore these values, traditions and beliefs is not only to ignore a significant part of what makes us who we are; we believe it also risks leaving our young people, and therefore our future society, vulnerable and impoverished.

Good RE encourages children and young people to explore issues of culture, identity and human values through a study of different faith and belief traditions. This is a naturally controversial endeavour about which people often hold strong, and sadly at times misinformed, opinions. SACREs are comprised of people from a widely diverse spectrum of views who work tirelessly to be a living example of local communities collaborating to improve education. They seek to model what we all would want to see in and between our communities – namely a commitment to higher principles from different and sometimes conflicting perspectives and living together with shared purpose whilst recognising and accepting our differences. 

SACREs are rightly proud of the ways they have worked in synergy with national and local governments to develop quality RE in their schools. We believe that this local partnership sits well with your commitments to enable schools and communities to work closely together and also the basic principles of the Big Society.

NASACRE would welcome the opportunity to work with the coalition government to promote and sustain quality RE in all our schools, seeking to harness the creative tension between local and national partnerships which work well to meet the needs of our communities, schools and children. I would very much like to meet with you or one of your officials to discuss this further, perhaps with other representatives from the professional RE field.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Moore

Chair National Association of SACREs
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