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Spain’s state teaching is secular, although we find ourselves within a context of a strong religious presence, essentially Catholicism. Nevertheless, this by no means is a ‘worldview’ which directly affects scientific teaching in the classroom. Pupils strictly separate what they consider to be scientific from what they consider to be religious, as if these were different areas that have nothing to do with each other.
Perhaps the reason for this dichotomy is historical. People of my age, who were born in the mid-sixties, recall their grandmothers and grandfathers telling stories of the Civil War. During this sad period of Spain’s history many people were judged and imprisoned for thinking differently to Franco’s government. And one of the differences that was tried in court was religious difference. You couldn’t be other than Catholic if you wanted to keep away from any problems. Many were locked up, many died in prison. And we learnt that you just didn’t talk of religion or politics, amongst other topics.
Nowadays in textbooks, you may find different chapters of history in which the church stood for beliefs such as geocentrism, the Catholic Church’s trials of Galileo or the sentence imposed on Miguel de Servet, a Spanish doctor who was burnt at the stake. For reasons such as these, religion has come to be considered for many as a sister of intransigence, an enemy of progress, and in disagreement with the development of scientific thought.
	Of course the situation in Spain has dramatically changed since these times, but the science versus religion conflict has been ‘solved’ by introducing them in perfectly separate boxes. This way religion can talk of Adam and Eve, or of the creation of man from mud, can forbid the use of condoms or abortion, and can share its views on stem-cell research … it doesn’t matter. We can be religious, that is, listed as church members, and decide what it is we will believe and accomplish or not.
We could say that the conflict between science and religion is inherited and that most students who are believers share the vision that one thing is what the church leaders think, and another is what the rest think and do. This way when, for instance, evolution is taught, you can find several opinions in the classroom. 
Most non-believing students think that evolution and religion are contradictory and that you cannot be religious and a good scientist since these are incompatible positions. In the same way, scientists who are believers are considered to have views that are way too conservative which may affect their research and take lead to wrong conclusions or hamper progress.
Among believing students there are those who simply consider the Bible not to be taken literally, even though they may not know how to interpret various texts. But it’s not something that generates much of a problem to them. Only those who have been educated in a conservative religious context question incompatibility issues which in turn lead them to investigate alternate ways of thinking. Some of them end up rejecting or ignoring scientific theories considered incompatible with a literal interpretation of the Bible, and others lose their faith.
	Up until now, religion has been taught in the religion class and science in the science class without relating them in any shape or form, except on those occasions when religion would end up drawing the short straw. Recently, a new curriculum has been suggested within the subject of Catholicism where it is intended to address scientific topics from a ‘religious’ point of view. And this has led to an interesting debate. The majority of society appears to be skeptical.
Teachers of Catholicism, as is the case also for teachers of other religious denominations, are appointed by officials belonging to these denominations; therefore, there is reasonable doubt as to whether they will be impartial when sharing scientific-ethical dilemmas (e.g., http://politica.elpais.com/politica/2015/03/01/actualidad/1425226748_316076.html).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	For instance, how would the study of the interpretation of Genesis be presented? Will the different points of view be taught in this regard? And what about topics such as the origin of the universe? Religion teachers, in the great majority of cases, lack scientific rigour.
Overall, in Spain there is still a historical reluctance when considering the religious point of view as being compatible with science and progress, and therefore we still have a long way to go in the area of education.

